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ARGENTINA 


SENATOR ON UNITAS MANEUVERS, FALKLANDS WAR 
PY021915 Buenos Aires Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 2 May 86 


[Text] I do not agree with Argentina's participating in the Unitas 
maneuvers. This statement was made by Chaco Senator Luis Leon after 

a mass said for the victims of the "General Belgrano" cruiser and the 
"Alferez Sobral" patrol boat. He added: We still have an unhealed wound, 
because we know that these boys, to whom we are now paying tribute, died 
because of the information provided by a satellite owned by the partners 
of colonialism. Despite the loss of lives, the Malvinas Islands remain 

a key objective and a great national cause. Those who died trying to 
recover the islands deserve our full solidarity and respect. 


Concerning the sentences to be handed down in connection with the performance 
of armed forces members during the Malvinas War, Leon said: While some 

gave their lives for their fatherland, others must be disqualified by 
society because they failed to comply with their duties. The recovery 

of the Malvinas Islands goes beyond individual attitudes. The struggle 

to restore our sovereignty relies on our conception of fatherland and 


nation. 


The mass was held at the Stella Maris military chapel to mark the 4th 
anniversary of the death of many Argentine citizens in the "General 
Belgrano" cruiser and the "Alferez Sobral" patrol boat during the Malvinas 
War. The mass was attended by Navy Chief of Staff Vice Admiral Ramon 
Arosa, high-ranking armed forces officers, and relatives of the dead. 


A similar ceremony held at the Navy Mechanics School was presided over 
by the school director, Captain Camilo Navia. After pointing to the 
significance of the event, a wreath was laid at the memorial honoring 
those who fell in the South Atlantic. 
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ARGENTINA 


NAVY OFFICER SAYS WAR 'POSSIBLE REALITY' 


PY022257 Buenos Aires DYN in Spanish 1929 GMT 2 May 86 


[Excerpt] Bahia Blanca, 2 May (DYN)--Corvette Division Commander, Captain 
Enrique Emilio Molina Vico, today spoke during a ceremony marking the 
anniversary of the sinking of "General Belgrano" cruiser by British forces 
during the Malvinas War. Capt Molina said that "for the Navy, war is a 
possible reality, here and now." 


The ceremony was presided over by Naval Operations Commander, Rear Admiral 
Nestor Omar Barrico, and attended by personnel of the three navy branches, 
representatives of independent units stationed within the naval area, and 
relatives of sailors who died in the sinking of the "General Belgrano," 
all of whom attended the dedication of memorial plaques and the 
wreath-laying ceremony. 


At one point during his speech, Capt Molina said that the case of the 
cruiser "General Belgrano" "makes us realize that war is not something 
remote, a subject for history books or academic research, for Argentina 
and its Navy it is a possible reality, here and now." 


"The memory of the cruiser also teaches us the spirit and moral fortitude 
that military men must have in the face of adversity, even if it means 
the loss of a ship in an unequal battle," Molina said. 


He went on to say, "disciplined, proper, and courageous behavior under 
extreme conditions permitted an almost incredible rescue operation to save 
the sailors, who bravely returned to our ranks." 
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ARGENTINA 


JUDGE UPHOLDS RULING ON FISHING VIOLATION CASE 
PY052329 Buenos Aires DYN in Spanish 1910 GMT 3 May 86 


[Text] Bahia Blanca, 3 May (DYN)--Bahia Blanca Federal Judge Alcindo 
Alvarez Canale today fully upheld an executive order passed by the National 
Naval Prefect in a case involving a violation of the fishing law. Alvarez 
Canale's ruling may be used by the Argentine Foreign Ministry as a 
precedent in its negotiations concerning the recognition of the sovereignty 
over the Maivinas Islands. 


The Bahia Blanca prefecture has ordered an inquiry into the Spanish fishing 
boat "Urubain," which in February, with a crew of 40, entered Bahia Blanca 
port to repair its freezing equipment. 


At that time, while checking the navigation log, the naval prefecture 
verified that the cargo--some 66 tons of squid--had been caught in the 
Malvinas Islands area under a British permit. The case was then referred 
to the National Naval Prefect. The National Naval Prefect levied a $15,000 
fine and confiscated the cargo. The squid was then stored in cold storage 
at Puerto Ingeniero White. 


Judge Alvarez Canale's ruling, which is unprecedented, is unappealable. 

The violators will have to pay the $15,000 fine, which according to the 

judge: could reach $1 million. The Agriculture, Livestock, and Fishing 
Secretariat will order the auctioning of the confiscated cargo. 


Dr Alvarez Canale's ruling terms as "spurious the occupation of the Malvinas 
Islands by the United Kingdom and the creation of an exclusion zone 
disregarding our country's undeniable right to the Malvinas Islands and 

its surrounding waters because they rest on the continental shelf, 
notwithstanding, of course, the fact that numerous historical accounts 
irrefutably demonstrate our country's legitimate right to them." 


Alvarez Canale's ruling establishes a judicial precedent, and rejects an 
appeal filed by the captain of the Spanish fishing boat, Antonio Touceda 
Duarte, and the Bahia Blanca Maritime Enterprise Incorporated, as the 
representative of the shipowner. 

















Concerning the fact that Capt Touceda was aware of the situation--as he 
himself admitted--and that he had a British permit to operate in the 

area, Dr Alvarez Canale also states that "for foreign fishing boats to 
operate in waters that are under Argentine jurisdiction with the appropriate 
permit is one thing, but to operate in that area taking advantage of an 
unwanted de facto situation, to the detriment of our national economic 
interests, is something entirely different." 


The judge mentioned, as a precedent, that in 1835 U.S. courts recognized, 
despite British opposition, that the Malvinas Islands were under the 
jurisdiction of the Argentine Government when they ruled on a case 
involving the frigate "Lexington," which was illegally catching seals in 
the Port Stanley area. 
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ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


PHOSPHORITE INTERESTS USSR--An official spokesman has reported that Soviet 
Ambassador to Argentina Oleg K. Kvasov has informed the Salta Governor of 
his country's interest in exploiting phosphorite deposits in the region. 
[Text] [Buenos Aires Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 1 Apr 86 PY] 
/12858 


ACQUITTAL OF NAVY OFFICER--Buenos Aires, 28 Apr (NA)--The Armed Forces 
Supreme Council has acquitted Lieutenant Alfredo Astiz in the lawsuit 
brought against him over the disappearance of the Swedish girl Dagmar 
Hagelin. The Council will continue to investigate the crime in order to 
find the culprit, said the lawyer for the plaintiff, Luis Zamora. After 
hearing the official findings of the Military Court, Zamora said that he 
will appeal to a civil court. Ragnar Hagelin, father of the victim, cid 
not enter the Supreme Council room because "he does not recognize the 
Military Court's jurisdiction in his daughter's case," Zamora said. [Text] 
[Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1339 GMT 28 Apr 86 PY] /12858 


SPANISH OFFICIAL MEETS TROCCOLI--Buenos Aires, 29 Apr (TELAM)--Interior 
Minister Antonio Troccoli today received in his office at Government House 
Spanish Territorial Affairs Director Felix Irrazabal, who is visiting 
Argentina now and will return to Spain tomorrow. Although no official 
information was given it has been leaked that Irrazabal and Troccoli 
discussed matters related to the implementation of public administration 
projects and how they affect the two countries. [Text] [Buenos Aires TELAM 
in Spanish 1626 GMT 29 Apr 86 PY] /12858 
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BRAZIL 


MILITARY FORESEES NO RESURGENCE OF ARMED STRUGGLE 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 15 Apr 86 p 17 


[Text] The military ministers made it clear yesterday that they are not 
worried about the thrust in the direction of urban armed struggle by members 
of the PT, following the aborted robbery of a bank branch in Salvador. "We 
are on the alert because that is our job, but the incident by itself does not 
worry us," said Aeronautics Minister Air Brigadier Moreira Lima, adding that 
he did not believe there is "a climate conducive to terrorism in Brazil" at 
this time. 


In the opinion of the minister-chief of the Armed Forces General Staff (EMFA), 
Adm Jose Amaral, the attempted robbery was "an isolated action. We are in a 
democratic regime; the economic package is going very well; and the country is 
moving peacefully toward the holding of free and democratic elections in 
November." In the Army, the Spokesman of Minister Leonidas Pires Goncalves 
said that the minister was not worried about the matter because the subject 
did not fall within his purview, pointing out that the SNI and the Federal 
Police are dealing with the case. 


Federal Deputy Sebastiao Curio, Army Reserve colonel and former SNI agent, 

said in the chamber yesterday that the tactic of the robbery and the techniques 
used were “the same as those of the seventies." For his part, Communist 

Deputy Fernando Santana considered "strange" the fact that the robbers had 
immediately declared themselves to be members of the PT. "When the robbers 
have an ideology, the first thing they do is to keep mum about their position 
or affiliation." For that reason, Santana believes that it is all “part of a 
CIA plan" to help Reagan get money from Congress to help the "contras" in 
Nicaragua. 
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"SS' SERIES ROCKET LAUNCHER TECHNOLOGY TO SWEDEN, JAPAN 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 2 Apr 86 p 6 


[Article by Dalton Moreira] 





[Text] By the end of this month, Brazil should sign two contracts for the 
transfer of technology for the manufacture of defense and offensive arms. 

The two countries interested in that bilateral exchange are Sweden and Japan. 
They are going to acquire all of the know-how of the AVIBRAS Company--based in 
Sao Jose dos Campos, 97 km northeast of Sao Paulo--for the mass manufacture 

of the Astros-2 multiple rocket launcher and the "SS" series rockets. Each 
launcher unit costs about $10 million and each rocket around $1 million on the 
international market. 


Negotiations between the Brazilians and the Swedes and Japanese began to take 
shape last Sunday when the first aerospace fair opened in Shanghai, in south- 
east China. AVIBRAS is participating in that fair, which is scheduled to 

close next Sunday, together with the Brazilian Aeronautics Company (EMBRAER), 
builder of military aircraft. The president of AVIBRAS, Joao Verdi de 
Carvalho, was sought out by the Swedish industrialists, who presented the first 
drafts of the contract for the transfer of technology. The value of that 
commercial transaction is not yet known. Verdi had already had earlier con- 
tacts on the subject with the Swedish Government, through the Brazilian Foreign 
Ministry. 


The Contracts 


The Swedes plan to build the Astros~2 multiple rocket launcher, for mounting on 
their military trucks, in their Bofors arms industry, which is located a few 
kilometers from the country's capital city of Stockholm. AVIBRAS also builds 
those trucks through its subsidiary, Tectran. 


According to the contract, AVIBRAS is to furnish Bofors with the project designs 
and all of the technology for manufacturing the launcher system and the rockets. 
For that purpose, the Swedish industrialists initially presented an offer in 

the form of a memorandum of understanding for the final contract to be signed 
shortly. Differences arose on some points but it is likely that the negotia- 
tions will be completed by the end of the month. For their part, the Japanese 
are beginning the preliminary phase of negotiations. 

















Together with ENGESA and EMBRAER, AVIBRAS is one of the principal military 
materiel industries in Latin America. They all export their military equip- 
ment to more than 35 countries in the world. EMBRAER, for example, which 

is participating in the Shanghai fair with its T-27 military training plane, 
the Tucano, and the AMX subsonic fighter-bomber, also expects to make good 
sales. 


Astros-2 


The Astros-2 multiple rocket launcher is a complete unit comprised of a 
standardized transport and launch vehicle, a fire-control system, and support 
vehicles, all of them capable of advancing in any type of terrain, launching 
projectiles against distant targets and withdrawing before the enemy can 
respond. Perhaps that is its greatest feature and an explanation for its 
great sales in the foreign market. 


Each Astros battery includes four to six launch vehicles, one vehicle to 
transport the fire-control equipment, and support vehicles that transport the 
rockets, in addition to other equipment necessary for the proper performance 
of the system. 


Another great feature is the operational flexibility. Each launcher unit can 
carry 32 tubes for SS-15-type rockets (with a caliber of 127 mm); or 32 tubes 
for SS-30 rockets (of the same caliber but with a greater range); or 16 tubes 
for SS-40-type rockets (of 180 mm); or, finally, a single tube for the powerful 
SS-60-type rocket, with a diameter of 300 mm. Its truck transports two 
launcher units set on the two sides of the sighting axis. All of those 
rockets use a solid fuel propellant that was developed by the scientists of the 
Aerospace Technical Center (CTA) of Sao Jose dos Campos--an agency attached to 
the Ministry of Aeronautics--and is now produced by AVIBRAS. 
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BRAZIL 


COMPOSITION OF 'RED WING' WITHIN PT DISCUSSED 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 13 Apr 86 p 18 


[Text] The PT, with 500,000 members, is currently the largest part of the 
Brazilian Left organised throughout the national territory. Harbored within it 
are more than 10 groups and lines of the so-called "Red wing": Socialist 
Convergence, its largest faction; members of the self-styled progressive 
church (Pastorate of the Land, Pastorate of the Workers, and the Grassroots 
Church Communities); and the unionist wing, the principal leader of which is 
Luis Ignacio "Lula" da Silva, the national president of the party. With the 
support of intellectuals such as Francisco Weffort and Marilena Chaui, the 
unionists control the party, holding more than 60 of the leadership positions 
in the organization. For that reason, the members of the Red wing groups 
(many of them follow the orientation of the Fourth International) are unable 
to move the PT more to the left, as they would like, though they insist on 
operating within the party in the hope that it will become revolutionary. 


The Red wing of the PT is very fragmented. The main group is Socialist 
Convergence, with 400 members and greater strength among student circles; it 
is also represented by the Socialist Youth Foundation. Recently, Convergence 
has also been seeking to operate among the workers responsible for the invas- 
ion of the General Motors factory in Sao Jose dos Campos in May of last year 
(according to the president of the Sao Bernardo do Campo Metalworkers Union, 
there are "four or five" in the ABC), when the metalworkers held 370 staff 
employees of that auto assembly plant in a "little pigsty." 


In addition to Convergence, the Fourth International is represented in the PT 
through members of the former Liberty and Struggle (Libelu), the "In Time" 

[Em Tempo] group, and Socialist Democracy, which has greater —— in 
Rio Grande do Sul and Sao Paulo. 


The Revolutionary Communist Party, led by Federal Deputy Jose Genoino Neto, 
which sponsored the armed struggle in Araguaia in the early seventies, is 
more radical and stronger in the Workers’ Party. In the last election to 
select the National Directorate of the PY in 1984, Jose Genoino capitalized 
on the dissatisfaction of the red wing, vying for the presidency against 
unionist Luis Ignacio "Lula" da Silva, but he was defeated. 











The PT also harbors under its mantle members of the Emancipation of the 
Proletariat Movement (MEP), the Workers’ Cause, and the Revolutionary 
Brazilian Communist Party the operation of which is stronger in Pernambuco 
and Bahia (that is the faction to which some of the would-be robbers of the 
Bank of Brazil branch in Salvador said they belonged). This does not include 
those unhappy with the leadership of the Brazilian Communist Party (PCB), the 
so-called "Prestistas," or followers of Luis Carlos Prestes, former secretary 
of the PCB. The "Prestistas" opted for Leonel Brizola's PDT only in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Of the groups regarded as "revolutionary," only the 8 October Revolutionary 
Movement (MR-8) is not in the PT. That group, which plans convert into a party, 
operates within the PMDB. 


All those groups that make up the Red wing of the PT still hope that the 
organization will take the revolutionary road, because its members believe 
that the PT is the only workers' party in the country. 





After that segment comes the church group, which is also a sizable one within 

the PT, operating through the Pastorate of the Land, basically in movements 

of landless workers in Parana, Rio Grande do Sul, and Para; and the Pastorate 

of the Workers, mainly in Sao Paulo. In the majority of the cases, the church 
"closes ranks" with the unionists led by "Lula." 


The strongest wing within the PT, however, is that represented by the union 

leaders, by the Central Organization of Workers (CUT), under the leadership 

of Luis Ignacio "Lula" da Silva, Jose Jaco Bittar, and Renato Paim, most 

active in the Sao Paulo ABC and in Rio Grande do Sul. With the support of 

the "intellectuals," the unionists seek to lead the PT to power in a socialist } 
government, eventually very close to the Cuban regime but without the armed 

struggle preached by various Red wing groups. 
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BRAZIL 


INDUSTRIALIZATION OF PIG IRON ATTRACTS INTEREST OF SOVIETS 
Sao Paulo GAZETA MERCANTIL in Portuguese 19 Mar 86 p 16 


[Text] One of the projects that most arouses the interest of President Jose 
Sarney in the Carajas region is that of the industrialization of pig iron 

in Sao Luis, which has been under study by the Rio Doce Valley Company (CVRD) 
and by the Soviet state firm Tyazhpromeksport. A Soviet technical delegation 
was in the Carajas area in December 1985 and will return to the region in 
April 1986. This was one of the subjects President Sarney discussed with 
CVRD President Eliezer Batista during his trip aboard the Carajas railroad 
passenger train day before yesterday. 


With the CVRD as the intermediary, the Soviets are interested in reaching 
agreements with Brazilian private firms for the eventual installation of a 
pig iron production facility in Sao Luis, with a capacity of 1.5 million 
tons annually. Through the president of Tyazhpromeksport, Yuri Kalachikov, 
they have already expressed their willingness to examine the possibility of 
cooperating in the construction of a ferromanganese plant producing 

150,000 tons annually at some site within the Carajas project area of 
jurisdiction. They would furnish the equipment and purchase all of the 

pig iron and ferromanganese produced. 


While exchanging ideas with President Sarney during the trip, Eliezer Batista 
expressed the opinion that the Carajas railroad, departing from Para and 
crossing Maranhao for a stretch of 890 kilometers, together with the Ponta 
da Madeira port terminal in Sao Luis, is designed to reproduce in the 

eastern Amazon region a model of development similar to that achieved in the 
Vale do Rio Doce with the Vitoria-Minas railroad. "The big difference is 
that the agriculture and cattle raising and the industries of the Carajas 
area will be oriented chiefly toward export," Eliezer Batista said. 


Candido Cotta Pacheco, superintendent of the CVRD Ponta da Madeira terminal, 
said that the port of Sao Luis, through which the ores originating from 
Carajas to go market, "was born big." 


The port or Tubarao in Vitoria (Espirito Santo [ES]), which receives the 

iron ore from Itabira (Minas Gerais [MG]), has, for example, a shipping 
capacity of 30,000 tons/per hour. Ponta da Madeira, which commenced operations 
at the end of December 1985, has a "ship loader" with a capacity of 

16,000 tons/per hour. The CVRD's projection is that during 1986, its first 
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year of operation, it will move from 11 million to 12 million tons, though 
it has a nominal capacity for 15 million tons. Beginning in January, it 
will be equipped to move 35 million tons. 


The Tubarao port moves approximately 70 million tons annually. Candido 

Cotta Pacheco states that the intention of the CVRD directors is to 

gradually reduce the volume of movement of ore from Tubarao up to 40 million/ 
45 million tons so as to "perpetuate" the Itabira deposits. That is to say, 
to increase their longevity from 40 years approximately to something like 

100 years of exploration. Ponta da Madeira will take over the portion of the 
ore movement that is released by Tubarao which yet this year will lose 

5 million tons, transferring them to the CVRD terminal in Sao Luis. 





Similarly to that which is occurring in Minas Gerais, Eliezer Batista 
reflected, the Carajas region is oriented toward the production of iron 

and steel, the manufacture of paper and cellulose, the planting of grain 

and even, in his opinion, the manufacture of automobile component parts 

for export. "And President Sarney is extremely interested in the integrated 
agricultural project in the 120,000 hectares of the Goias, Para and 

Maranhao cerrado [savanna wasteland] being started." Eliezer Batista 

said that the agreement for the viability study for this was signed 
yesterday (day before yesterday). 


The superintendent of the Ponta da Madeira port added that it is 

advantageous to the CVRD that the diversified development of the Carajas region 
contributes to the practice of combined cargos. The company has shipped 
soybeans and iron ore in different holds of a single ship in the port of 
Tubarao. "That yields a significant freight increase," Cadido Cotta Pacheco 
pointed out. Yesterday President Sarney visited the port terminal of 

the CVRD in Sao Luis, witnessing the operation of the "ship loader" which 

was loading the ship "Docebarra™ with 55,000 tons of iron ore. The 

President predicted that "with the infrastructure that it has, Maranhao 

will be a large industrial pole." 


/12624 
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BRAZIL 


PETROBRAS PROJECTS DROP IN COSTS OF OIL IMPORTS IN 1986 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Mar 86 p 20 


[Text] Rio--In the first 3 months of this year, the drop in world oil prices 
saved the country foreign exchange in the amount of $280.46 million (3.88 
billion cruzados), compared to the forecasts made by PETROBRAS in December. 

It had estimated that it would pay an average of $27 (373.68 cruzados) per 
barrel imported in 1986. In the first quarter, the average price amounted to 
$20.56 (284.55 cruzados). From January to April, the reduction of expendi- 
tures will be even greater ($470.69 million, or 6.51 billion cruzados) because 
the average quotation will fall to $18.90 (261.58 cruzados). 


The commercial director of PETROBRAS, Carlos Sant'Anna, 55, said that the world 
oil market is so unsteady, "with prices varying from day to day," that for the 
first time the product is like the "commodities" (products quoted in exchanges, 
such as coffee, soybean, corn, sugar, gold, and silver), which makes any 
forecast of expenditures difficult. 


"In January, we were working with the estimate for the average price per 
barrel of $25.60 from January to April, and $25 from May to December, which 
would amount to gross imports of $4.9 billion and exports of $1.6 billion, 
which means a net expenditure of $2 billion," revealed the commercial super- 
intendent, Arthur Carvlaho, 50. Because of the uncertainty, PETROBRAS already 
has another forecast of net expenditures in case the price of oil continues to 
fall: $1.9 billion, if the average quotation is $15 per barrel. In this case, 
the expenditures on oil in 1986 will be 51.3 percent below what was spent last 
year. Sant'Anna revealed that, together with its subsidiary, INTERBRAS, and the 
Foreign Trade Department of the Bank of Brazil (CACEX), PETROBRAS is going to 
renegotiate all the "counter-trade" contracts signed with the oil-exporting 
countries, with the object of selling only services, manufactured goods, and 
overpriced basic products. "We are not going to agree to include in the 
“counter-trade" arrangement coffee and soybean, which have a guaranteed mar- 
ket. We may negotiate, for example, orange juice, which today is an over- 
priced product," he said. 


The commercial director of PETROBRAS declared that the drop of world oil prices 
cannot be passed along to the Brazilian consumer "because when it began the 
derivatives were already being sold for very low prices, since they had been 
corrected below inflation in 1985." 
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With regard to PETROBRAS’ debt to the alcohol producers, Carvalho revealed 

that the 1.2 billion cruzados claimed will be paid in April, divided into 

eight installments. The first is scheduled for the 4th (Friday of next week). 
Easing of the Balance 


(Average price of oil imported by Brazil, in U.S. dollars FOB, per barrel 





unloaded) 
NOV 85 26.65 
DEC 85 26.78 
JAN 86 24.60 
FEB 86 20.87 
MAR 86 16.25 
APR 86 13.90 

8711/12851 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


ACCELERATED OCCUPATION OF ANTARCTIC BASE--Brasilia--On leaving a meeting with 
President Jose Sarney yesterday, the minister of science and technology, Renato 
Archer, 63, said that his presence and that of the ministers of foreign affairs 
and of the Navy at the Brazilian "Comandante Ferraz" Base in the Antarctic 
shows that Brazil is definitely occupying its space in that continent. Archer, 
who returned from the Antarctic on Thursday, said that Brazil needs to 
accelerate the occupation of its space in the Antarctic. According to him, 

the country needs to remain in that continent permanently, because "there is a 
great combination of interests at stake" and the country needs to make up the 
15 years it delayed in installing its base in the region. The Brazilian 
station in the Antarctic is conducting studies on terrestrial magnetism, on 

the use of low-frequency waves for navigation, as well as meteorological 
studies. In addition to that, the expeditions to the region are studying 
marine biology, especially krill, crustaceans similar to shrimp, which are 
considered to have a high proteinic value. Archer considers it still early 

for the economic exploitation of the resources of the Antarctic but said that, 
in the case of krill, up to 80 million tons could be harvested annually with- 
out endangering the species. At the present time, 500,000 tons of the 
crustacean ere harvested annually. [Text] [Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULA in 
Portuguese 22 Mar 86 p 32] 8711/12851 


CENTER-SOUTH CROP PRODUCTION ESTIMATE--Rio-—-The improvement of climatic 
conditions in the Center-South Region will favor an increase of the country's 
farm production in March, compared to the figures expected for February, with 
positive results for herbaceous cotton (44.8 percent); soybeans (44.2 percent); 
rice (+2.4 percent); corn (+2 percent); tobacco (+2.3 percent); and onions 
(+1.8 percent). According to the figures released yesterday by the IBGE 
Foundation, the result of the survey of 13 crops, the farm production forecast 
for March offers “encouraging prospects." The agriculture-livestock director 
of the IBGE Foundation, Charles Curt Mueller, said that the March results show 
a recovery in relation to the February forecast; a sharp one if compared to the 
January 1985 estimates, made when the drought in the Center-South was still 
intense. In Curt Mueller's opinion, if the March estimates are confirmed, the 
1986 crop will still present a drop in the harvest of basic products such as 
corn, soybeans, and cotton, but that drop will be smaller than the one origin- 
ally expected. Of those crops, only rice (+11.8 percent) will show an increase 
compared to 1985. For cotton, the drop will be 28.9 percent (the January esti- 
mate forecast a reduction of 37.6 percent), while in the case of corn, the 
prospect is for a drop of 14.5 percent, as against 25.4 percent in January. 
[Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Apr 86 p 29] 8711/12851 
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CUBA 


ABRANTES ON PSYCHOLOGY'S ROLE IN COMBATTING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOR 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 28 Mar 86 p 3 


[Article by Julian Vazquez Ruisanchez ] 


[Text] Maj Gen Jose Abrantes, member of the Central Committee and minister of 
the interior, gave a special address yesterday to the Congress of Psychology 
on its second day. 


The head of the Ministry of the Interior (MININT) conveyed the fraternal 
greetings of his institution to the participants in the event, and urged 
psychologists to lend their assistance to contribute to the agency's 
activities. 


In another part of his speech, he stated that “we can assert with absolute 
conviction that our ministry is one of the state agencies that needs the 
application of this science the most, and in the most diverse, universal, and 
decisive ways. In addition, it can play a more creative role, one of more 
human and social significance, in this area." 


"As Comrade Fidel has emphasized on various occasions," he indicated, "our 
victories against the imperialist and counterrevolutionary adversary have 
been, above all, victories of intelligence. We have never stooped to using 
violence against a defeated and imprisoned enemy in order to obtain 
information. In this respect, the justice of our cause and the moral force 
that backs us, as well as the experience and psychological training of our 
efficers, have been decisive." 


He also mentioned the role of science as a direct force in solving economic 
and social problems, a matter which was covered at the 3rd Party Congress. 


In this regard, he expressed his conviction that without the key role played 


by science, the tasks of today could not be addressed, and our future could 
not also be guaranteed. 


Pursuing this theme, Maj Gen Abrantes contended that psychology, sociology, 
and other disciplines must be relied upon to exercise true prophylactic 
control, properly directed, to prevent the reproduction and proliferation of. 
certain criminal phenomena and antisocial behaviors. 
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He said that thanks to the dedicated struggle of our people, the Revolution 
has already attained a defensive power and a level of internal security and 
stability that enable us to focus our main efforts on the struggle for 
internal order and for the forms of social coexistence that should be the goal 
of a society such as ours. Cuba is, beyond all doubt, the healthiest and 
cleanest community in the Americas, he noted. 


Another idea expressed by the interior minister was the need to systematize 
methods of exchanging experiences, information, and literature, as well as 
participation in scientific events such as the one being carried out there, 
and other professional activities related to psychology. 


Toward the end of his speech, he stressed the importance of conducting social 
psychology research on the impact of propaganda and the mass media on 
different sectors of society. 


Finally, Maj Gen Abrantes said that MININT is opening its doors to 
psychologists for fruitful cooperation in order to develop the full potential 
of each individual and to foment in each person the feelings, traits, and 
virtues that builders of socialism and communism should have as truly superior 
beings. . 


At the conclusion of his speech, he called upon the delegates to the congress 
to renew contact, but this time with a more direct exchange. 


At the end of the working program that day, various topics were discussed 
including the political-moral development of Cuban youths and the way in which 
psychology can contribute to the overall training of youths. 


Another noteworthy discussion focused on the comparison of psychology in Cuba 
and the status of that discipline in Latin America. It was noted that our 
country is advanced in this area, and that we must establish closer ties with 
Latin American colleagues. 


Organizers of the event said it was very signicant that more than 100 students 
of this science, who are attending the universities of Havana and Villa Clara, 
participated actively in the presentation and discussion of papers. 


8926 
CSO: 3248/395 
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CUBA 


MOA-BARACOA 110 KILOWATT LINE COMPLETED 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 27 Mar 86 p 1 


[Article by Alexis Rojas Aguilera] 


[Text] Holguin--The main elements of the Moa-Baracoa electricity line, 
designed to transmit 110 kw and considered the most complex network of that 
voltage in the country, have been completed. 


This 51,.2-km line, which will link the first capital of Cuba to the national 
electricity and power system, will initially be heated up to 33 kw. That is 
sufficient voltage to meet the municipality's current demand while the Baracoa 
110-kw substation is being completed. It is expected to be finished in 1987. 


This major power project has been made possible only by the efforts of the 
Revolution to develop power in the eastern Northeast. The first manifestation 
of that effort is the Cueto-Punta Gorda 220-kw line, which is hailed as an 
unquestionable victory by the work collectives of the Ministry of Basic 
Industry (MINBAS) Electrical Construction Enterprise. It is the most 
difficult project expected to be undertaken for the rest of the century, given 
the topographical and climatic conditions. 


The construction of the line, according to Alberto Amestoy, chief of the 
eastern division of the Electrical Construction Enterprise, required tens of 
thousands of cubic meters of dirt to be moved. It also entailed laying 
hundreds of cubic meters of concrete for foundations, erecting 266 structures, 
and stringing 408 km of conductor and shielding cable. 


The numerous river crossings involved in laying the Moa-Baracoa line were 
particularly complex, especially those of the Taco and Cayo Guin Bays and the 
Toa, Jiguani, Jaguani, Duaba, Maguana, Nibujon, and Santa Maria Rivers, all 
deep waterways. 


A unit of the Youth Labor Army and workers of the Transmission and 
Distribution Enterprises of the Northeast and South also participated 
significantly in the construction of the project, which began in September 
1984 and ended last Sunday. 














The heating and testing of the system has already begun throughout the Moa- 
Baracoa line, which is fed from the Punta Gorda 220/110-kw substation in Moa. 
Use of the system should begin in April. 


It was reported here that the line will be officially commissioned on the 
occasion of the 96th anniversary of the landing of Maj Gen Antonio Maceo, 
which will be celebrated on 1 April in Duaba, Baracoa. 


8926 
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GUYANA 


GREEN COURTS U.S. INVESTORS; OFFSHORE BANKING DISCUSSED 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Apr 86 p 5 


[Text] 


GEORGETOWN, Apr. 20, Cana —. "Political Opponents 
faicated that they are interested ina. Und Sat, or Miran ei 
icat t are interes | 3 
‘ discussions with former 

Guyana, Prime Minister Hamilton Gema candldate the Rev. dense Jackson, end Mayor 
oti Green was reporting to newsmen —_"_Mesawife, the Guyane Government has sere 
‘on his just-conclu visit to the opponents 
United States where he addressed the basics to siphon off the South American Republic's 


12th annual convention of the National . eee iti: os wid on 


Conference of Black Mayors. Finance Minister Cari Greenidge debate on 
Mr. Green said keen interest was shown the Offshore Banking Bill, approved by the National 
members of both black and white business com- 


ar 
di 
: 
3 


— ———— investors end Guyanese ' 


Cae with its trisectoral has al- those who att the Bill part of Government's 
uyana econom - — 
ware welcomed investors from both and = , efforts to woo offshore banking 
West, ding investment terms are -satisfac- He charged that it provides opportunity for tax 
tory, Mr. Green said. evaders and gangsters to raid our wealth and rob us 
Hé said that several incentive packages, as well of our rich natural resources. 
as a scheme for the remigration of Guyanese are But Mr. e said: “The Bil) ex- 
in place to encourage those who are interest cludes offshore from areas that allow 
returning home. for leakage of domestic resources to non-residents.” 
Included in the incentive scheme are tax holi- , Offshore interests and the banks will not be per- 
days and a regime of other incentives for busi-. mitted to from G ; 
-— “Yy ~ He said the Bill was not drafted to accommodate 
sore matters which will be of interest to both Sei ceumesdikivirediinteainne 
some matters w o 
Guyana and the United States. . erations). — pail 
He denied the PPP’s claim that non-resident 
depositors in 
sources from because of the exemption of 
the offshore from exchange control regula- 


tions. /’ . 
Working People’s Alliance (WPA) and the PPP 
opie 6, posing votes, the United Force (UF) 
and the People's National Congress 
(PNG) cast 37 votes in favour. 


/9317 
CSO: 3298/446 
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TRADE MINISTER REPORTS DETAILS OF PROTOCOL WITH CUBA 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 31 Mar 86 pp 1, 5 


[Text ] 


~ GUYANA will import $3,5m (US) worth of Cuban 


‘goods and export a similar amount of: local com- 
_modities to Cuba this vear under a trade protocol 


signed at the recent Guyana-Cuba Joint Commission 
meeting in Havana. 


The meeting agreed on economic end technical cc- 


operation arrangements, including @ joint venture 
eeu project for this year. A credit facility. for 


uyana was also negotiated. 

This Joint Commission really represents 8 reaft- 
firmation of the commitment of the two countries to 
intensify trade and technicai co-operation,’ Head of the 
Guyana delegation to the meeting, Trade Minister 


Winston Murray, said Saturday. 


Under the trade protocol, Guyane will import $3,5m. 
{US) worth of goods, mainly cement, salt, detergent, 
and tobecco from Cuba, and export to that country a 
similar value in rice, timber, and furniture. 

The exports to Cubé will include at least two. 
Secondary species of timber, representing a 
breakthrough | n marketing a lesser-known species, a 
— in the furniture as will be items ane of 
n 

And under a revolving line of credit concluded at the 
meeting, Guyane will be able to import certain “high 
priority’’ commodities from Cube, pharmaceuticals 
aes the first items to be identified. The line of credit, 

$600 000 (Canadian), will be replenished as 
echt on purchases are made by Guyana. 

A seperate trade arrangement agreed on in principle 
at the Havana meeting, provides for the servicing of 
debt under the previous Cuban line of credit. 

Repayments which become payable under that credit 





facility will be met in commodities. Discussions are to 
‘be held to determine the commodities that Cube will 


receive in payment. It is expected thet a number of 
non-traditional exports, including salad bowls, ladles, 


_esh trays and other wood products, as well as, 
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carambola products are beiog 
examined for export und 
this arrangement. 

Outside of these trade! 
arrangements, Guyana ex- 
pressed its intention to 
purchase, on a commercial 
basis, “subject to com- 
petinveness and satisfactory 
quality,’’ certain Cuban 
products, such as spare parts’ 
for the sugar industry. | 

In the areas of economic 
co-operation, Code. Murray 
said Cuba was very keen on . 
pushing es joint’ venture 
project with Guyana in the. 
area of the production of | 
beans. Part of the output of' 
the proposed venture would 
be exported to Cuba, which 
currently imports $20m worth 
of beans annually. 

Several aspects of technical 
co-operation were discussed 
at the meeting, including co- 
operation in the areas of 
glass manufacture, certain 
processed foods, tobacco 
cultivation, processing end 
handling and health services. 

Another Cuban team will 
come to Guyana to work 
slong with the ceramics 
technicians at the Vanceram 
\umeware Factory, and the 
Cuban Rescarch and 
Pavelopment Organisation, 
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(CENIC), is expected to 
collaborate with the  ioce! 
Institute af Applied Science 
and Technology (I4ST! on 
the development of yoghur:, 
cheese and other iuod 
products. 

In the areca of health ser- 
vices, the Cuban rnedical 
Inigade in- Guyana is ty be’ 
increased this year from 79 to 


_ 38 health workers. In addition, 


Cuba will also continue to 
offer Guyanese... patients 
treatment in Cuba. -° 


A number of training op- 
portunities for Guyanese has 
aiso been offared by Cuba. 
The disciplines in which these 
training opportunities will be 
taken vo are still to be 
determined. 

Guyana was represented at 
the joint Commission meeting. ' 
which alternaies between 
Georgetown and Havana, by 
@ five-member delegation, 
including Permanent 
Secretary, in the Ministry of 
Trade, Code. Patrick Mootoo, 
and other officials from tne 
Trade Ministry and the 
Deapartinent of International 
Econoinic Co-operation 
(DIEC}. 





TEXT OF PNC DELEGATE'S SPEECH TO CPSU 27TH CONGRESS 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 16 Mar 86 p 7 


GUYANA 


[Apparent text of speech, presumably by PNC delegate and General Council 
member and principal political officer in the Office of the President 
Halim Majeed to the 27th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet 


Union; no date given] 


[Text ] 


On behalf ‘of the ruling 


P "s National 
ars ‘ Congress, 


of Guyana, | 
- Sag ne to 
t th Congress 
Communist Party oe 
Soviet Union which Is 
considered as one of the 
most Important § and 


‘munists. . 
| have listened with 
interest to the Political 
Report of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU 
presented by Mikhail 
Gorbachyov, and have 
noted the frankness, the 
elements of self-criticism 


and criticism, and the: 
optimism which have 


characterised the Report. | 
have observed’ the 
discussions which 
followed, and ‘| am = im- 
pressed -with high quality 
and open-mindedness 
which permeated those 
discussions. | firmly believe 
that both the Report and 
the discussions — will 


contribute to the further 
development of socialism 
in the USSR, the further 
consolidation of the CPSU, 
and the further well-being 
of all the peoples of the 
Soviet Union. 


CO-OPERATION 
Comrade Chairman, our 
Par notes with 


ction the friendly 


relations which have been’ 


effairs and mutually 
beneficial co-operation. 
We are confident that 
these relations between 
our countries will be 


further fruitfully developed 
in. the interests of the 


‘Soviet and *Guyanese 


peoples, and the cause of 
peace and progress. That 
confidence is based on our 
Party's political position 


and what have been. 


achieved over the last 


decade and a tles 
between our Parties and 
Governments. 


The examples of our 
mutually beneficial 
relationship are many. 
Many Guyanese received 
and are receiving their 
educational and technical 
training at Soviet 
universities and institutes 
theréby making @ valuable 
contribution to the bu 
of socialism in Guyana. 
very active exchange of 
party, government and 
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Guyana end made 


Soviet ministries are 
working out ways end 
means for, further co- 
opera in fields of 
bauxite and. gold-mining. 
We are also together 


engaged in creating 


: 
3 
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the USSR making 8 
@ vast 
contribution to the cause 
. a caitaeionn a 
cause 

’ . We believe thet 
this 27th of the 


CPSU will assist in the 
strengthening of that 
peace, as we are con- 
vinced that it will ac- 


celerate all-round 
dev in the Soviet 
Union. ; 

On this occasion, we 
reiterate our desire to 
foster closer tion 
with the USSR in the 
economic, cultural, and 
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NEW LEADERS 

Guyana and -tthe USSR 
have two newly-elected 
Party leaders. The 
Guyanese people have 
overw su 
and ‘raille around 
Comrade Hugh Desmond 
Hoyte, a tireless fighter for 


‘peace, freedom and social 
progress; a 


militant 
nt. for efficiency, a 
clean government and 
acceleration of our all- 
round development. 
We know that Mikhail 
Gorbachyov has the 
support of the Soviet 


Let-us therefore, rally 
around Comrade Hugh 
Desmond Hoyte and 
Mikheil as our 
two. countries seek out 
avenues of further co- 

















JOINT VENTURE WITH DPRK IN GOLD EXPLOITATION READIED 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 19 Mar 86 p 5 


[Text ] 


/9317 
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ARRANGEMENTS have 
almost been coripleted for 
the establishment of a gold 
exploration and exploitation 
company by the Governments 
of Guyana and_ the 
Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea (DPRK). 


The joint-venture company, 
in which Guyana will have 
majority interest, will explore 
an erea of more than 8 000 
hectares (20 000 acres) at 
Arakeka, Barima-Waini 
region, a senior Geology end 
Mines official said. 


Establishment of § the 
Guyana-DPRK project will 
mark another. step efforts 
to accelerate the identification 


and exploitation of local 
mineral resources. More than 
a@ dozen other projects, in- 
cluding Government-to- 
Government arrangements, 
and private overseas in- 
vestment, are already set to 
get offthe ground. ~ 
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Some foreign companies 
have been conducting work 
on the definition of resources, 
preparatory to the com- 
mencement of industrial 
mining of gold. 

Commissioner of Geology 
and Mines, Or. Grantley 


‘Walrond said that at 16a8t two 


of these projects are expected 
to begin production in 1987, 
with prospects for more than 
ng the current levels of 
d production for 
the entire industry. 


Dealing with the prospects 
in the Arakeka ares, v.here 
the Guyana-OPRK gold 
venture wii ‘be focused, Dr. 
Walrond seid the indications 
are “very interesting.” 


In the jointly-managed gold 
project, some of the inputs 
will be provided by Guyana, 
and the rest by the DPRK. 
Machinery will be amor.y the 
inputs the DPRK will supply. 

(GNA) 
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TEXT OF HOYTE ADDRESS ON FUEL SUPPLIES, CARICOM TRADE 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 23 Mar 86 pp 11, 13 


GUYANA 


[Text of speech to the nation 22 March 1986 on radio and TV by President 
Desmond Hoyte] 


[Text } 


My Dear Failnw Citizens, 


| had promised that from 
time to time | would use the 
medium of the radio to 
discuss with you matters of 
national interest. It seems to 
me that this is as good a time 
as any to discuss with you a 
matter which | know to be >f 
great concern to all of us. | 
refer to the fuel situatioi. 


About a month ago, it was 
obvious that there was an 
inadequate supply of gasolene 
and other types of fuel in the 
country. We saw the evidence 
of it in long lines of vehicies 
at filling stations; and the 
shortage . of fuel has created 
difficulties for manufacturers, 


‘housewives, workers and 


schoolchildren. We have all of 
us suffered inconveniences in 
one way or another. And so 
all of us,: naturally enough, 
look forward to this problem 
being solved as early as 
possible and to the return of 
what we would deem to be a 
situation of normalcy. 


BACKGROUND 


But it is'very important thet 
we all understand the reasons 
for the shortage so that we 


‘can better appreciate why it is 


in our interest, at this time, to 
behave in.a disciplined and 
rational way if we wish to 
minimise the current dif- 
ficulties and facilitate an early 
return to formalcy. 
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| propose to explain these 
reasons; but before doing so | 
consider’ it my duty to remark 
upon and to thank you for the 
calm and sensible way in 
which you have responded to 
the difficuities we have faced 


again, 
we have given undeniable 
proof that we are an in- 
telligent and mature people. 


Inevitably, there were some 
persons ‘who took advantage 


become fewer end fewer in 
our society ph on yeers go 
i on 4 
Rg BA 


full measure o- 
monsense, + ng - self- 
respect. 


‘FUEL SUPPLIES FROM 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


We in Guyane sare at 


we obtain these products 
meainiy from our Caricom 
sister-state and _ trading 
partner, Trinidad and Tobago. 
From Trinidad and Tobago we 
import primarily petroleum 


products, and we export 











main'y ce, traditionally 
representing some 60 per cent 
of tha value uf our total 
expcrt3, to that country. 
Because of the high prices of 
petroieum products relative to 
the price of rice, the value of 
our imports is far higher than 
the value of our exports. 
Lida: current arrangemeiits 
Detwaen our countries, in 
force since October last year, 
we hays agreed to balance 
our trade on an ongoing 
basis. Thus, the value of the 
rice and other commodities 
we export to Trinidad and 
Tobago is credited to our 
account in the Central Bank 
of Trinidad and Tobago, and 
we are required to pay the 
difference between the value 
of our exports and the value 
of the goads we wish to 
import in a freely convertible 
currency, usually United 
States dollars. ' 
Even before October, indeed 
during June last year, the 
Trinidad and. Tobago 
authorities undertook to 
import from us a minimurn of 
3,000 tonnes of bulk rica per 
month. We were also, under 
separate arrangements, ex- 
porting packaged rice to 
private importers in Trinidad 
and Tobago who acquired 
licences from the Govern- 





ment. However, in the month 
of December the Trinidad and 
Tobago authorities advised us 
not to ship any bulk rice until 
further notice, because they 
had accumulated large stocks. 
Thus, we have not shipped 
any bulk rice since November, 
1985. Indeed, our last export 
of rice of any kind to Trinidad 


‘and Tobago was in 


December, 198, when we 
shipped about 124 tonnes of 
packaged rice to two private 
consignees. Our un- 
derstanding is that the 
Trinidad and Tobago 
authorities are no longer 
issuing licences to privete 
companies to import rice. 

in the meantime, however, 
fuel being essential to 
economic activity in our 
country, we must co 
importing petroleum products; 
but since we are exporting no 
rice to Trinidad and Tobago 
we have to find | hard 
currency, U.S. dollars, to ps 
for each shipment. The o 
companies wil not supply and 
the tankers will not sail uniess 
all outstanding payments have 
been made 


We éarn most of our hard 
base these B. 8 ra 
sh suger, to 
United Kingdom. However, 
we do not necessarily receive 
our payment for sugar at the 


meg on a Ministry to 
Ministry for the im- 
rice. instead it 


has now assigned the 


responsibility to a public 


sector corporation, the 


have been. discussing the 
terms of a new contract with 
the officials of that company. 


These discussions were 


advanced significantly when a 
trade delegation, led by the 
Minister of Trade, Cde. 
Winston Murray, .visited 
Trinidad and Tobago from 4 
February to 6 February this 
year. 


Last week, a team from the National Milling Company visited Georgetown to 
discuss the technical arrangements for improving the efficiencies of loading 
rice in bulk. And a team of Guyanese officials went to Port-of-Spain last 
week, Thursday, to attempt to finalise contractual arrangements. These 


officials returned to Georgetown on Monday, 17 March. 


According to the reports of our team, the company has expressed a readiness 


to import rice from Guyana at an agreed price. 


However, because of the 


large accumulation of stocks, the company claimed that it was not in a 
position to indicate either the quantity it would require or the date at 


which we could restart the export of rice. 


Thus, there are still unresolved 


areas and we cannot at this stage speak of having concluded a ‘contract’ 


in the strict and implementable sense of that word. 


The negotiations are 


continuing and we look forward to their early conclusion. 
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IMPORTANCE CF 
CARICOM TRADE 


It is of great importance for 
us to remember thet we 
always exported rice to 
Trinidad and Tobago under 
special arrangements at a 
particularly remunerative 
price. It would be foolish of 
us — and certainly not in our 
best interest — to withdraw 
voluntarily from this market. 
That is one of the reasons 
why statements made by 
spokesmen of some minority 


sources other than Trinidad 
and Tobago are so singularly 
uninformed. The Government 
of Guyana deplores such 
irresponsibility and rejects 
utterly the aenti-Caricom 
position taken by those 
minority parties. 

Our duty is clear: it is to do 
everything possible to 
maintain and expand Caricom 
trade and to eschew any 
action that would diminish it. 

As a prudent marketing 
tactic in accord with our 
current programme to 


unavailability of the Trinidad 
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not, requires new investment. 
However, we have been 
involving both public and 
private sector businesses in 
these efforts, and we know 
full well that we will have to 
meet more str t quality 
specifications if are to 
compete in the highly 

markets. We are 
gearing the industry to meet 
these specifications. 


INEW RICE CONTRACTS 


So far, our initistives heve 
begun to yield fruit. We have 
been able to secure contracts 
for the export of cargo rice to 
Holland — and we have 
already begun to ship. And | 
am particularly happy to be 
able to report to you that we 
have concluded contracts to 


export, and have already 


begun shipping, packaged rice 
to Jamaica. The re-entry into 
the Jamaica market is par- 
ticularly heartening in view of 
the fact that for the past four 
years or so that market was 
unavailable to us. We are in 
the process of negotiating 
further contracts in respect of 
other new markets. | wish to 
make it clear, however, that 
these markets to which | have 
referred are not as 
remunérative as the Trinidad . 
and Tobago market has been. 

From what | have explained, 
it will be seen that a major. 
component of our present 
problem is the relatively 
sudden, temporary 
unavailability of the Trinidad 
and Tobago market for our: 
rice exports. 











What is happening, therefore, is that our petroleum supplies have not been 
arriving with the timely regularity to which we have been accustomed. 
Consequently, there are occasions when the traditional demand is greater 
than the available supply. Hence it is vital to manage the situation in a 
common sense way and in a calm and methodical manner. The worst possible 
damage we can do to ourselves as individuals and to our country is to 

panic and react in an erratic way. Therefore, the Government has proceeded 
systematically and has taken a number of measures to minimise dislocation 
in our economy and limit inconvenience and difficulties among our citizens. 





As you know, I have assigned to the Comrade Prime Minister the responsibility 


for co-ordinating all activities for managing the situation. 
Consultations with Organisations 


In keeping with Government policy, the Cde Prime Minister has had wide- 
ranging consultations with various individuals and interest-groups and 
organisations. The latter have included the oil companies, the petrol 
dealers, the Trades Union Congress, the Forest Products’ Association, 
the Consumers’ Association, the Manufacturers Association, the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, Hire Car Drivers’ Associations and Regional 
Democratic Councils, among others. 


I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the Government to say 
how very grateful we are to all persons and organisations who are giving 

so freely of their advice and expertise and who continue to co-operate with 
the Government to protect our economy and ensure good order in our national 
life in the face of an admittedly difficult problem. 


The advice received from these persons and organisations has helped the 
Government considerably in managing the situation. It would be appropriate 
therefore for me to refer to some of the measures that we have been able to 
put in place in consultation with the oil companies, petrol dealers and 
other organisations to ensure the most rational utilisation of our fuel 
supplies. 


First, the oil companies have implemented an arrangement under which they 
voluntarily share among themselves any shipment of petroleum products they 
have received. This arrangement facilitates a more even availability of 
fuel to gas stations, thereby minimising the congestion and queues of 
vehicles. 


Second, the Government has agreed to flexible opening and closing hours 
for gas stations, thus enabling them to choose what they deem to be the 
most suitable times for the selling of fuel. 


Third, in order to reduce the incidence of hoarding to avoid the fire 
hazard attendant upon such hoarding, and to minimise the distorted increase 
in demand which results from such hoarding, gas stations have been instruc- 
ted not to sell gasolene in containers to the general public. 
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Fourth, however, in order to facilitate the work of farmers, fishermen, 
miners and similar directly productive economic groups and to deal with 
certain emergencies, the Guyana National Energy Authority (GNEA) has 

been authorised to issue permits to such persons to obtain fuel in 
containers for their operations. In general, it uses the Regional Adminis- 
trations as its agents. 


Fifth, the Government has granted permission to several foreign diplomatic 
missions in Guyana to make arrangements for the importation of their own 
fuel for the use by diplomatic staff and the operations of their mission. 
These foreign missions will pay for their fuel directly in US dollars. 


Continuous Supply of Fuel To Be Ensured 


In the meantime, in keeping with the country's foreign exchange cash flow, 
the Government has made arrangements to ensure as continuous a supply of 
fuel as possible. For example, if we focus on gasolene, kerosene and 
dieselene, the following represents recent and planned supplies arriving 
in the country. 


Schedule of Shipments of Petroleum Products 








Dates of Arrival Company Name of Vessel Petroleum Quantity 
Product 

Wed., Mar 19 Guyoil Tradewind Gasolene 175,000 gal 
Kerosene 52,000 gal 
Gasoil 525,000 gal 

Fri., Mar 21 Esso Toyasaki Gasolene 352,000 gal 
Kerosene 174,000 gal 
Gasoil 350,000 gal 

Mon., Mar 24 Texaco Lone Terkol Gasolene 263,000 gal 
Aviation Gas 35,000 gal 
Kerosene 350,000 gal 
Gasoil 175,000 gal 

Tues., Mar 25 Guyoil Tradewind Gasolene 280,000 gal 
Kerosene 35,000 gal 
Gasoil 210,000 gal 





Source: Guyana National Energy Authority 


The existing stocks, the shipments already arriving and the planned orders 
together imply that with the conservation measures already implemented, we 
will have in the country sufficient supplies of all fuels for at least 
another month. 


In these circumstances, it would be foolhardy and self-defeating for citi- 
zens to resort to panic buying and hoarding and to allow themselves to be 
fleeced by paying exorbitant prices to racketeers for a few gallons of 
gasolene or other products. 
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I therefore ask citizens not to injure their own and the national interest 
by doing any of these things. I ask citizens to continue to be calm and 
to act sensibly in relation to the acquisition of petroleum products. 


Conservation 


In my address to the nation on 22nd February last, I was particularly care- 
ful to draw attention to the question of fuel, the need to be highly 
disciplined in our management and utilisation of petroleum products, and, 
in particular, the need for conservation. I reminded the nation that in 
order to achieve our objective of reinvigorating the economy and moving 

our nation forward, we have to reduce our fuel bill, in an absolute and 
relative sense and release more scarce foreign exchange to pay for imports 
other than fuel, such as machinery and equipment that are necessary for 





this purpose. 


1 wish to emphasise this, 


point again and invite citizens 
to pay strict attention to it. 
We cannot realistically satisfy 
our need and our desire to 
promote sustained economic 
growth and balanced 
development, if we continue 
to expend some 50 per cent 
of our foreign exchange 
earnings on the importation of 
fuel. 

FUEL PRICES’ EX- 


PLAINED 

In recent months, the world 
prices of crude oil have fallen 
steeply. Some persons have 
‘asked whether, in the light of 
these decreases, our overall 


fuel bill would not be smaller. 
| would like to make four 
points on this question. 

In the first place, the 
decline in the prices of crude 
has not led to a comparable 
decline in the prices of refined 
products. Importers, such as 
Guyana, have not benefited 
proportionately. 


Secondly, there is a time 
lag between any fall in the 
prices of crude and any 
benefit that might accrue to 
an importer of refined 
products. 

Third, we need to bear in 
mind that the prices of crude 
oil are unlikely to remain at 
their present relatively low 
levels. ° 


But there is a fourth very 
important point | would like to 
make. It is this: while the 
prices. of refined products 
have fallen somewhat, the 


price being offered for our 
rice is also lower. | may also 
mention that because of the 
recent currency realignment 
of the Trinidad and -Tobago 
dollar, Guyana exporters in 
general have had to reduce 
their prices to maintain 
competitiveness in the 
Trinidad and Tobago market. 
There has therefore been a 
countervailing influence that. 
would negate any benefits 
that might have accrued to us 
from the temporary devine in 
the prices of refined products. 


In this connection, may | 
return to the discussions we 
are having with the National 
Milling Company of Trinidad 
and Tobago for a new rice 
contract. | have explained that 
we have always received a 
special price for our rice from 
Trinidad and Tobago. We 
have already agreed to deliver 
the higher quality of rice 
specified by the company. 
However, the company has 
intimated that, although it will 
be prepared to pay us a 
special price, that price will be 
less than that vubtained in 
1985. 

You will see, therefore, that 
even when the Trinidad and! 
Tobago market will have been 
opened again for the export 
of rice, our average earnings 
will be less because of lower 
unit prices being offered. 
Thus, even if we were to 
obtain some benefit from 8 
reduction in the price of fuel, 
that benefit would be = offset 
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by a reduction in the income 
earned by exports to Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

All these circumstances 
emphasise the necessity for a 
policy of energy conservation. 
As you know, we have 
begun the implementation of 


“such a policy. 


For example, the Guyana 
Electricity Corporation (GEC), 
has implemented a 
programme of scheduled 
load shedding to reduce the 
volume and cost of fuel used 
in the generation of elec- 
tricity. Large corporations like 
Guysuco have been asked to 
institute efficiency and 
conservation programmes. 
But private citizens can do a 
great deal and play a major 
role in making a success of 
our policy of conservation. | 
would therefore ask citizens 
not to use up fuel by going 
on unnecessary trips or on joy 
rides. | would ask all vehicle 
owners to service their 
engines regularly so as to 
ensure that their vehicles are 
fuel-efficient. | would ask 
citizens to consider a 
programme of sharing their 
cars so that neighbours and 
friends can use one car for 
going to work rather than 
three or four cars. | would ask 
householders and office 
managers to ensure that 
lights, air conditioners and 
other electrical equipment cre 
not left on unnecessarily in 
homes and offices. 

















These are only some ideas 
and are not meant to be 


programme will, | am sure, 
from time to eg be on 
guidelines to us to ; 
our part in this very important’ 
programme. ae 

Over the past week or 80, 
many citizens in the Demerar 
area have complained about. 
the number of unsc 
outages and the deviations: 
from the progremme: 
published in the G.E.C,” 
Energy Management Guide, 
The G.E.C. Executive - 
Chéirmma: has advised that: 
these had resulted from 
certain tehnical problems in 
the Demerara inter-connected 
System. He has however 
given the assurance that, 
because of the corrective 
action being taken, this 
problem would be reduced 
progressively as from next 
week arc the inconvenience 
lessened. Moreover, the 
Guymine generating system, 
at present undergoing 
planned maintenance, is due 
to be back in full operation 
towards the end of April and 
will add to the available 
capacity .of the _ Inter- 
connected System, thereby 
increasing the overall 
reliability of the planned 
power supply. 
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Comrades, | have tried to 
explain to you the fuel 
situation. | have detailed how 
the Government is monitoring 
sand managing the situation. | 
have referred, in particular, to 
the ongoing consultations 
with, and expert advice being 
given by, various 


Or tions and individual 


citizens. In particular, | have 
pointed out that vessels 
continue to arrive with fuel 
and that the Government has 
put in place arrangements to 
ensure that the wheels of our 
economy continue to revolve. 

By now you will have seen 
that the economy has not 
ground to a halt as some idie 
persons have reported to the 
overseas media; nor is it in 
any danger of grinding to a 
halt, if we jointly understand 
and manage the system in a 
situation in which energy as 8 
commodity must be con- 
served. 


SUPPLIES TO 
ECONOMIC SECTORS 


| wish to assure you that 
the situation is being con- 
tinuously reviewed. We are 
dealing with complex ‘con- 


siderations and operating in. 


dynamic conditions. We have 
therefore to maintain flexible 
approaches and to be able to 
respond promptly as cir- 
cumstances dictate. 

We have therefore 
established guidelines and a 
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methodology to manage the 
situation. 

Without getting into 
technicalities, | would say that 
in the allocation of fuel, we 
will be giving priority to 
directly productive sectors 
such as agriculture, mining, 
fishing and manufacture: 
while at the same time, 
ensuring reasonable supplies 
to economic sectors sup- 
portive of direct production. 
We must also be concerned 
about minimising in- 
conveniences to the public. 


Because of the Govern- 
ment’s approach and the 
response of citizens, | am 
happy to be in a position to 
have said to you this evening 
that we-have adequate stocks 
and planned deliveries of fuel 
sufficient to see us through 
for another month, given 
prudent utilisation. . The 
Guyana National Energy 
Authority will be informing 
the Oil Companies on a 
monthly basis and one month 
in advance, of their import 
allocations in accordance with 
our Management Programme. 
Thus, before the end of this 
month the Oil Companies will 
be informed of _ their 


‘allocations for the month of 


May. 


1 will be speaki to you 
from time to ti on the 
subject of fuel ghd on other 
matters of natignal interest as 
circumstances warrant. 











GUYANA 


ROLE OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE IN NATION'S DEVELOPMENT AIRED 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 16 Mar 86 p 3 


[Article by Raphael Noel] 


[Text ] 


PRIVATE enterprise 
should 2. 
connote 

faire 


i 


ye 
a 


ifs 


capital and labour. it also 
imposes on them, the duty 
to harness the spirit of 
growth and inventiveness, 
and a sense of national 
purpose and commitment 
pf for the benefit 


! 
New jo aie on = 
of each citizen, anata 
farmer, businessmen of 
manufacturer in private 
economic: activity, of 
whether trade unionist or 


production of goods and 


ciated yA the Comrade 
Finance 
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and ' to. provide financial 
and organisational in- 
centives, indicate the 
guidelines dictated by 


present political 
for economic planning 


- year. 
Similarly, one of the 
‘main areas of focus of the 


1986 budget, institutional 
arra 


also reflective of the 
; basis of 


‘in a system of awards 


aimed at positively in- 

fluencing private sector 

participation, integration 
and performance. 

Gold exploration and 

mining is targeted and 
invoives 


already private 
companies from Canada, 
— and Brazil. si. 

etroleum Exploration 
Promotiom Project and 
related legislative and 


dairy industry. Assistance 
to small dairy farmers, 
grass nurseries established 


33 





ngements promote 
productive activities, is: 


Dairy Development 
Programme, the 
decclapenann of OS ewes of 
communal pasture in 
Greater } , and 
suche programmes 4s 

insemination, and 


substantial capital ex- 
penditure are measures 
which will have e direct 
effect on individual farm- 
ers, and otter private 
sector representatives. 


the private sector 
representative, often e@ 
smali man, with many 
opportunities to raise his 
standard of living. These 
measures will aiso help 
him contribute to the 


economic ge of the 
mation e help in the 


etruggie to break the 


step is taken to heighten 
the natione) sense of 
accomplishment. 








GUYANA 


PNC ORGAN HITS PPP FOR MISCONSTRUING PRODUCTION SYSTEM 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 16 Mar 86 pp 5, 8 


[Text] 
it is the norm for any le highty mechenised. © 
Sacers 86 a eae 
the developing world is there was incongruity. 
dependent on a variety of between the support 
factors, chief among which enjoyed by the People’s 
is the availability of money ae Congress 
2 eee. Predutien a. & 
equipment necessary for - Production in e 
increased : leading industries is af- 
Guyana’s national fected 2 
—- ih a fact ie thet the 
Pre oem —— workers through their: 
a unequal terms of ae a i enuity; 
ve mainte con-' 
es iad te a sistently high levels of 
tat continue to rope Pefhe, Bresonce of in 
a a = 5 have pushed these 
aa workers’ efforts to record 
amt anv ag — the 
eB . The obal economic 
on Soak, aie ao climate fy the early 1360s 
appear to understand the wise on eat what it is today. 
wahieen ot @ government The equipment in. the 
‘nor does its leaders appear industries was at least 20 
to understand that Guyana: years te. he it is. 
eel Boh on id = gel. con- 
industrialised world for could no “ 
équipment to boost ee hppa Fry 
productien world ation’s . 
_ _ Remember the “not a cent 
more’? 
/9317 
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OPPOSITION MP'S HIT FOR 'DISAPPOINTING' BUDGET DEBATE 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 16 Mar 86 se i. 3S 


[Text] 


Congries boviiranant begun presating te budget 
wa tees Racendihe thee acnstivelane tar tee 
Opposition have been quite narrow. 

For the amount of time and energy thet the 
budget team spent in putting together the 
a ee 


ra thie, Finance Minister Cari Greanidge 
was disappointed, so tog. were the vest majority of 


oint of view of the and they do not see it,” 
et team we would = another comment by 
have been happier to see a a 
more wide- debate. Obviously the Opposition 
inde fon Re po "a = every 
Oo has cr ° 
to be quite narrow. development. However, 
Without expecting miracles one of the difficulties on 
one could have expected this stand is that they 
to at never themasives to 
least study the proposals,” give credit where due. if 
Cde. saad. one listens to members of 
The tion talked the Opposition, one would 
sbout zero when in get the impression that 
fact there was a real everything ever done and 
‘ of one per cent. ever likely to be done is 
ad the Opposition bad, inappropriate and 
studied the document this wrong. They fail to 
would have been seen. that this attitude 
However, this is reflective is detrimental to their 
of the care they take. credibility. 





GUYANA 


One leading PPP 
ht a tbe member 


budgetary allocations 
been redirected to tne 
Se oo of geen 


ay oF ue 
Then he spoke ebout 
high budgetary  ex- 
on defence and 


Om debt. This very 


speaker, in the 
vocal 











‘ercoe ote. 
. * together ... y 
to the erroneous con- 
clusion that there was 


increased defence 


‘to keep these within 
manageable levels and not 
to the extent that the 
Guyenese people must be 
made to suffer. This fact is 
not being shouted from 
the roof tops. Yet the 
pposition wanted; - to 
onvey the impression |that 
government is devoting all 
its resources to debt. 
* Another Opposition 
contributor rently, | the 
best of the PPP lot, while 


makin @ somewhat 
studied contribution, once 
more ha his debate 
yn the performance in the 
ros i ry. As he has 
been doing for most 
debates he sought |to 


— the extent of rice 
roduction today as 
1964 , 


| He ignored the fact that 
dice was still a seaso 
crop that would produce 
excellent yields giveii 900d 
climetic conditions. H 
Bisco failed. to. take inte 
account the budgeta 
locations for the rice 
industry. These aliocations, 
‘are significant and will’ 
jcontinue to be so- 
‘Enormous capital is being 
‘invested by Government. 
His contribution was 
such that he ignored every 
other industry in Guyene. 
He made no mention of 
the bauxité or sugar in- 
dustries. Forestry, fishing 
and mineral explorations 
were not even discussed. * 
In like manner, @ female 
PPP member selected a 
tew quality of lite in- 
dicators to prove that 
Guyana was worse than 
any other Caribbean 
country.: Displaying the 





now familiar ability to 
distort facts she dismissed 
the contention that when 
the critical indicators were 
examined Guyana’'s 
mae af average, was 
very , higher than most 
in the rhe core end as 
high as.in. many developed 
countries. 

_ The quality-of-life factors 
that she ignored were the 
life expectancy, the infant 
mortality rate, the literacy 
rate and other critical 
indicators. 

The WPA Member of 
Parliament took care to. 
make his intervention 
comprehensive. However, 
many of the points raised 
highlighted his - un- 
familiarity with budgetary 
arrangements. He ~ could 
not understand the in- 
creased regional 
allocations although these 
were explained by way, of 
two large regionalised 
ministries. 

Continued determination 
to oppose for the sake of 
Opposition will: keep 
resulting in substandard 
debates. But then again, is 
the _—_— capable of 
better: 
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JAGAN SCORED BY PNC FOR MISSING DEBATE ON BUDGET 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 16 Mar 86 p 1 
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GOVERNMENT RESPONDS 


COALITION FOR DEMOCRACY CALLS ‘'STANDSTILL', 


CHRONICLE Reaction 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 16 Mar 86, GUYANA CHRONICLE in 


English 18-21 Mar 86 p l 


[Series of page-l items all appearing under the heading "Comment" ] 


[16 Mar 86] 


BinHe 


[Text ] 
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[18 Mar 86] 


[Text ] 


! 
| 
7 


Fs 
: 
i 
; 
iii 


H 
i 
it 
iit 


inkiatives to mitigate the current circumstances. 

And what-:'ls required is a matured and patriotic 
eee 
the ’ 


THE PATRIOTIC Coalition for Democracy (|PCD\ 
has called for the shutdown of our society on 
Thursday. This is not new. The WPA, ap- 
proximately three years ago, also called for a 


Rather it essays to inflame the people in Guyana 
and public opinion beyond shores. Further it wishes. 
to sow the seeds of fear, tension and uncertainty. 














[19 Mar 86] 


[Text ] 


_ But, even while Prime Minister Green was explaining 
and defining the route through our present di 
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The requirement of this moment is for us all to 
remain calm and steadfast in the face of provocation 
and an invitation to self-destruction. It & for us, by 
our attitudes and actions, to declare that the peace 
that we have enjoyed for the past twenty years will 
not be pawned for the verbiage and idle pratte of 


vain politicians. 


Let them wonder at the Peace that passeth all 


understanding. 


[20 Mar 86] 


[Text ] 


THIS IS the time for soberness and 
objectivity. Accordingly, the views of 
the WPA should be subjected to 
scrutiny. What does the WPA wish to 
see happen today? The WPA is calling 
for a standstill in all the major sectors 
of the society — transportation, 
agriculture, education, the health 


But the WPA is 
absented himself 


alone. 


Today the WPA will understand that 


our people have an abiding interest in 
deveiopment and. will shun en 
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[21 Mar 86] 


[Text] 


OBVIOUSNESS, said Seneca, diminishes proufs. It 
is therefore unnecessary to dwell on the evidence of 
the unsuccessful ‘standstill day’ organised by the 
WPA. 


Nothing stood stil in Guyana yesterday, except the 
WPA. 


The investigations conducted by the Chronicle and 
the consensus of many observers confirm that the 
children attended school and workers reported for 
city. On the day when the society wes supposed to 
come to a ‘standstill’ ee eee ee ee er 
people calm. 


The WPA for its part, according to some reports, 
contended that its campaign met with some success 
in certain areas of the country. The burden of proof is 
upon them. For our part. we publish pictures of a 
school visited and a shopping area of Guyana Stores. 
bong! a. g | —ppeeeeamaheaeal sar eshacemmataaed 
deny that of the WPA. 


We wish to remark on a phenomenon which has 


been ongoing. Yesterday wes not the first thne that 


the choice between sectarian as. opposed to national 
interests was presented to the Guyanese people. And 
yesterday was not the first time that they rajected the 
dead-end of slogans and shibboleths for the broad 
highway of national development. indeed this 
political maturity. Maybe it ought to be understood 
that our people wil not allow their particular problems 
to be axploited and generalised into a programme for 
social dislocation. The lesson ought to be learnt. 


Certainly it ls time to understand that our people are 
interested in development :--for themselves and for 
their children. ft must be appreciated that for two 
decades the question and the process of national 
development have been an integral part of the fives of 
the majority of Guyanese. That cannot be erased by 
oan. 


Our Opposition consists of some experienced 


politiciens. it should be obvious. to. them thet the 


Guyanese people went stabiity and developmearrt. 
7 Here is scape for tham to assist the Government in 
giving the people what they daserve: 
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Government Threat to Stability 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 23 Mar 86 pp 1, 4 


[Front Page Comment: "Stability and Fuel Crisis"] 


[Text ] 


"STABLE and peaceful conditions | 
are pre-requisite for development.” 
So wrote the. front page commen- 

tator in the Sunday Chronicle, 
the contention being that protests 
against the present situation of 
national crisis should be condemn- 
ed. . 
But the ‘ain stability ena: 
peace only exist in the ehisheres . 
vision of the commentator.: e. 
The reality is different. Our ©. 
entire national lifé is now sub- 
ject to disruption by the fuel 
crisis. “aq 
The call for conservation is a 
tactic of evasion; there are few,. 
if any, weekend drivers in Guyana. 
The reality is not conservation, 
but deprivation and grave hard-: 
ship - the disruption of the work- . 
ing’day through queuing for gaso- | 
lene; the disruption of family 
life through cooking gas and kero- | 
sene shortages; the loss of pro- ~ 
duction through power —— 
-and lack of fuel. 
| The collapse in seetectsen ss 
such sectors as rice, ,sugar, baux-: 
ite and gold mining will further . 
aggravate the production crisis 
and the acute lack of foreign ex-.' 
change, and will lead to major - 
shortfalls in revenue. ° 
What has happened is not an act 
of God, but the result of — 
mismanagement. 
Yet the people are treated with : 
disrespect by the total denial of 
information. i 
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There are many questions which 
cry out for answers. How has the 
present situation come about? Why 
was it that so little effort was 
made over the years to pay Trini- . 
‘dad and Tobago for ‘the oil? : 

What is the true eraatons exchang 


situation? . 

A frank disclosure as es the for-! 
eign’ exchange accounts might go far. 
to ensure public acceptance of , 
the present crisis. . 

“Is it true that: Trinidad is re- 
fusing’ to purchase rice? If so, 
why? There have been complaints 
in the Tfinidad préss about the ~~ 
poor quality of the rice shipped. 

“ The public would also like to 
‘know what steps are being taken to 
bring the situation t6 an end be- 
fore there is a total’ collapse of 
the economy. 3 

The ‘enp~eut Serine people of 
Guyana want answers to such ques- 
tions, not exhortations about cor 
servation and stability. 

They are alarmed that their 
beloved country is rapidly slipping 
back to the donkey-cart economy 


of early colonial times. 


‘ In this situation no aid donor 
or agency will finance any project. 
No invebtor local or foreign will 
invest. 

To speak. of uveleguent in this 
context is to use the’ phrase now 
made famous - arrant nonsense. 

The present call for peace and 
stability is an attempt to stifle 
legitimate concern. — 

. There is a kind of peace and 
stability which is like unto death. 


The Caribbean has had enough of it. 

















Civil Disobedience 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 23 Mar 86 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] 





CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE today is an \ 
accepted form of social protest. , 
The Church in Haiti blessed it; 
the Philippine Bishops ee 
it and Rome approved it. 

Gandhi and Martin Luther King 
showed how effective it can be in. 
redressing the wrongs of society. 
The PNC applauds when it is prac- 
tised in South Africa. . 

When used in Guyana, however, 
it is condemned. The peaceful 
march to protest the enormous hard-+ 
ship brought on the people by the " 
fuel crisis was denounced by the 
ruling party media as a disruptirc ' 
of the "stable and peaceful con- 
ditions prerequisite for develop- 
ment ." 

The’ opposition pirties (PCD) ° 
that organised the march said it 
was the first act in their campaign 
of civil disobedience. More is 
to follow. : 

Some Guyanese, however, still 
hesitate to lend support to such 
action, which seems to go against 
the rendering t6 Caesar the things 
that are Caesar's. 

Should we not listen to st, Paul, 
they ask, when he says we ought: 
to “obey the governing authorities 

. since all government comes 
from God?" (Rom. 13:7) 

Certainly not all Governments . , 
‘in all circumstances! The scrip-. 
tures are clear that God does -not 
demand obedience to oppressive 
regimes. 

He seeks rather the liberation 
of his people from the Pharoahs 
and Herods of this world. 

. The text in St. Paul must, like : 
all scripture texts, be taken in 
its context. Paul was not writing. 
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to revolutionaries, but to a par- 
ticular group of Roman converts 
who believed they were not obliged 
to obey any government at all, be- 
cause Jesus alone was their Lord 
and King. They had to submit tc 
some kind of authority. 

Not, however, when that eaaraty 
acts against God's law: 

When Peter and John were dragged 
‘before the Jewish rulers for their 


‘act of civil disobedience of 


preaching in the streets without 
_permission and warned to desist, 
Peter replied, “You must judge 
whether in God's eyes it is right 
to listen to you and not to God." 

The oppressors for their part: 
make a great thing of maintaining 
‘law and ofder'. 

They spend large proportions of 
the national budget on the security 


forces preserve this law and 
order. ,; 
' When ‘law', however, is un- 


gust, as the electoral laws of - 
Guyana, ‘dnd the ‘order' is oppres- 
‘sive as he interminable lines for . 
gasolene, kérosene and other basic 
necessities, and, especially, when . 
‘the. ruling party has rigged the 
electiong,; all citizens have a’ 
right i, indeed, a duty to strug- 
-gle for 4 just law, a right order 
and a government of their choice. 
Regardless of what the ruling 
party may say, civil disobedience 
is a legitimate Christian form of 
protest which may be used in that 


struggle): 


The point is now sequhet where 
the people by peaceful, non-violent 


‘civil digobedience should insist 


that the‘ruling party either meet 
the people's basic needs, or resign. 











Report on Standstill 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 23 Mar 86 p l 


[Text] The Patriotic Coalition for Democracy said in a statement that the 
Standstill called on Thursday last was 60 percent successful and that in 
the face of provocation and psychological warfare by the rulers ‘the 
unarmed people stood firm in defense of their dignity.' 


Since the opposition coalition announced the plan for a Standstill, which 
was limited to certain sectors such as taxi drivers, farmers and school 
children, the PNC got into a frenzy and launched out on a campaign to stem 
the current high tide of discontent. "The fact that the regime saw it fit 
to deal with the standstill call in the state media is an indication that 
they panicked," said an observer. "They certainly helped to popularise 
the action," he said. 





In rural areas, according to PCD officials, the action was 75 percent 
effective for the bulk of vehicles stayed off the road. Markets showed a 
mere 30 percent activity. The shutdown in the Essequibo was ‘highly 
effective’ while in the New Amsterdam commercial sector it was 50 percent 
successful. 


It was evident from early morning that thousands of workers did not travel 
to the city. On Thursday afternoon, car parks were virtually empty, a 
rare sight these days since the fuel crisis began more than a month ago. 
City markets showed markedly reduced activity and the normal traffic of 
trucks to the city bringing food was noticeably absent. 


There was mixed reaction from students in the city. Queen's College was 
the most glaring evidence of student involvement in the Standstill. At 
the University of Guyana, students openly voted during classes in support 
of the opposition call. 


While the coalition had embarked on limited action in past weeks, including 
a protest demonstration in Georgetown without police permission, the 
Standstill was the biggest challenge to the regime. The success added to 
the might of the PCD which, just after the rigged elections, scored a big 
success in the Caribbean. 


According to the PCD statement, the Standstill brought out the following: 


1) The government retains and uses means of sanctions over protesters 
because of its control of a large public sector; 


2) The opposition has to struggle without a daily press and radio; 
3) The threats against transport vehicle owners, farmers, stall holders 


and shopkeepers show political discrimination against the majority of 
operators in the private sector. 
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The PCD has dubbed PNC's pronouncements that the Standstill was ignored 
to be similar to “ludicrous proclamations of December 9th." In the same 
way it sought to encourage divisions among Guyanese, the same way it is 
seeking to sow divisions and confusions even among PCD members. The rulers 
tried to play down the PPP's role in the standstill for obvious reasons. 


The ruling elite, despite the strong demands of the people, hase still not 
found a durable solution to the fuel crisis. In a vain effort for narrow 
political gain, the government temporarily flooded the country with fuel 
to offset the impact of the Standstill. Friday morning, however, showed 
the foolishness of the policy--The crisis got worse! 


From all sections of the population come acid criticisms of the government's 
inability or unwillingness to give the facts on the current fuel crisis. 

At a forum mounted by the PCD at the Undercroft Centre in Georgetown 

last week, addressed by Dr Clive Thomas, Llewellyn John and Leslie Melville, 
the point was stressed that the Guyanese people are not in a position to 


make any meaningful contribution because, among other things, of the 
serious lack of information. 


The organisation has saluted the Guyanese people "who showed tremendous 
courage and determination in the fact of provocation, intimidation and 
the psychological warfare unleashed by the regime." 


The PCD (made up of the PPP, WPA, PDM, DLM, NDF) has not yet announced what 
follow-up actions it would take "to show the government that it can rig an 
election but cannot guarantee production." It is convinced, however, that 
"the mass of Guyanese people are willing to struggle for freedom and better 
conditions even at the risk of their economic activity and under the 
scrutiny of the most vigilant police state in the Caribbean." 


NEW NATION's Assessment 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 23 Mar 86 p l 


[Text] 





IN spite of attempts et 
disruption by a motley 
collection of opposition 
groupings in Guyane 
operating under the 
sobriquet of Patriotic 
Coalition for Democracy, 
Thursday turned out to be 
another working day in the 
lives of the Guyanese 


——. 
The so-called coalition had 


and the transport system. 


On Wednesday it had 
called A. * = in the 
suger industry. : + too 
went unheeded. The sugar 
workers in an apparent 

thelr con- 


development process, went 
about their jobs as usual. 


On Thursday, the day 
when the country was to 
come to a standstill the 
markets were conducting 
brisk business, gas stations 
were open and business 
went on as usual. The only 
people to come to & 
standstill were perhaps the 
leaders of the Patriotic 
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Coalition for ~-~o-y in 
Guyane on that day since 
known supporters of their 
respective parties were at 
work in the various sectors. 


The parties comprising the 
Patriotic Coslition are the 
PPP, the WPA, the PDM,- 
the DLM and the NDF. 
However, on. Thursday it 
appeared as though the only 
active member of the 
coalition was the WPA. 
Both Cheddi and Janet 


Jagan were out of the 


country giving credence to 
reports Ra within the PPP 


‘that the WPA wes in fact 


the PCD. 











Jagan's Absence 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 23 Mar 86 p l 
[Comment: "The Absent Jagans"] 


{Text } 








apart from groups like the PCD- if we can dignify 
such a motley crowd with the designation of a 
group. For where the PNC offers construction, 
they offer destruction. Where the PNC seeks to 
harness the collective wisdom and’ energies of all 
Guyanese to manage the current situation, 
agglomerations — for this is a more apt description — 

. like the PCD seek erty Gagan Gal, ate. 
frontation. 


We said earlier. that by its actioris, the. PCD has 
lost any claim to describe: itself as. patriotic. 
Arguably, its pretention to being a. coalition is on 
similarly tenuous ground. For where has the 
leader of the PCD’s major component — the 
People’s Progressive Party —. been for most of 
this time? Out of ‘the country, of course. 


The record shows that for this year Dr. Jagan 
a a 
armies 

ab- 


been in. 


Wee have heard of qonets tnt their 
from behind. But never of those who lead in 
sentia. And then to crown it all, wife Janet, 
the planning for Thursday's failed exercise is stil 
going on, takes off on a jaunt of her own. - 


F 
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PNC Statement on Jagan 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 26 Mar 86 pp 1, 3 


[Text ] 


THE ruling People’s 
National Congress, |PNC) in a 
Press release issued 


yesterday, has deplored the 


45 days’ absence of Minority 
Leader Dr. Cheddi Jagan from 
Guyana, since the year, began, 
and has expressed the hope 
that he will devote “at least 
some of his tme and energies 
to serving the people of 


Guyana.” 
The PNC release states: 
"The People’s National 


Congress has noted with 
interest People’s Progressive 
Perty’s General-Secretary Dr. 
Cheddi Jagan’s return to 
Guyana on Friday, March 21, 
1986, after an absence of 32 
days. If there is anyone who 
ought to feel like a stranger in 
his own country, it is Dr. 
Jagan. 

The year is barely 84 days 
old and the PPP General- 
Secretary has been out of the 
country for more than half of 
this time — 45 days to be 
exact. Such a record of jet- 
hopping would have been 
understandable for a man of 
leisure, but is totally unec- 
ceptable for one who holds a 
high constitutional office 
which carries important 
responsibilities. 
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Instesd of discharging 
duties for which Guyanese are 
paying him, he found time to 
visit many exotic parts of the 
world, including the United 


Kingdom, USSR, India and 
Canada 


He absented himself from 
the Nationa! Assembly during 
the Budget debate, preferring 
instead to gadabout. In his 
absence, his Parliamentary 
group virtually disintegrated 
and made no constructive 
contribution ‘tothe Budget 
debate. 

By any process of 
reasoning, such behaviour is 
highly irresponsible. It is also 


delinquent because the 
Guyanese tax-payers are 
paying him to perform his 
duties as Minority Leader in 
the National Assembly, and 
he has been in dereliction of 
these duties. 

In deploring Dr. Jagan’s 
behaviour, . the People’s 
National Congress hopes that 
his-presence in Guyana will be 
more than a brief sojourn, and 
that he will devote at least 
some of his time and energies 
to serving the people of 
Guyana. 











PCD's ‘Strange Bedfellows' 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 30 Mar 86 p 4 


[Text] 





JUST a few short months 
ago the PPP rejected 
advances by the DLM for a 
merger to contest the 
December elections. In & 
Statement, the PPP said, 
“The PPP States 
categorically that it will not 
join with the OLM or 
political mushrooms of its 
kind.” Obviously the political 
mushrooms of which the 
FFF spore weié tie NOS 
and the PDM. 

The PPP also described 
the DLM as ‘the tiny 
reactionary 
grouping...which now seeks 
to unite with the PPP and 
other opposition parties. 


The PPP 
added that it would not 
unite with reactionary 
backward groups “which are 


inherently hostile to the 
working people and are 
objectively conspiring to 
nawn our enuntry ta im- 
perialism.”’ 

Guyana has had sufficient 
bad experience...when 
unpatriotic forces, including 
antecedents of the 


worked ... to destroy our 


democracy,’ that PPP. 


statement continued. 


Taday the PPP has made. 


an about face. It is now in 
cahoots with the very DLM. 
How much more confusing 
can the PPP get? 

But Jagan is not the only 
one vatng his 
words and cohabiting with 
those whom they claim to 
despise. There is Eusi 
Kwayana, leader of the 
WPA. ; 


DLM,: 


Kwayana once described 
the PPP as a “low, gut- 
tersnipe party using money, 
bribery, racism, slander, 
provocation, nepotism, 
terror, murder, blackmail... 
everything for a narrow 
Clique of money-grabbers.”’ 
"Jagan is spiteful,’’ 
Kwayana said on another 
occasion. The PPP and the 
WPA are the leaders of the 
PCD. No wonder the PCD is 
finding it difficult to exist 
even as an agglomoration. 
The PCD is obviously a 
product of expediency. The 
people in the PCD really 
despise each other and their 
attempts at collaboration are 
so inept that they fool no 
one. Theirs is really a case 
of strange bedfellows, and 
the confusion continues 





unabated. 


‘Welcome Home" to Jagan 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 30 Mar 86 p 4 


{Text ] 


THE People’s National Congress has 
noted with interest People’s Prgoressive 
Party’s General Secretary Or. Cheddi 
Jagan’s return to Guyana on Friday March 
21, 1986 after an absence of 32 days. If 
there is anyone who ought to feel like a 
stranger in his own country, it is Dr. Jagan. 

The year is barely eighty-four (84) days 
and the PPP General Secretary has been out 
of the country for more than half of this 
time — forty-five days (45) to be exact. 
Such .a record of jet-hopping would have 
been understandable for a man of leisure, 
but it is totally unacceptable for one who 
holds a high constitutional office which 
carries important responsibilities. 

instead of discharging duties for which 
Guyanese are paying him, he found time to 
visit many exotic parts of the world in- 
cluding the United Kingdom, USSR, India 


and Canada. 

He absented himself from the National 
Assembly during the Budget Debate, 
preferring instead to gadabout. In his ab- 
sence, his Parliamentary group virtually 
disintegrated and made no constructive 
contribution to the Debate. 

By any process of reasoning, such 
behaviour is highly irresponsible. It is also 
delinquent because the Guyanese tax-payers 
are paying him to perform his duties as 
Minority Leader in the National Assembly 
and he has been in dereliction of these 
duties. 

in deploring Dr, Jagan’s behaviour, the 
People’s National Congress hopes that his 
presence in Guyana will be more than a brief 
sojourn and that he will devote at least 
some of his time and energies to serving the 
people of Guyana. 
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PPP on Jagan's Travels 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 30 Mar 86 p 1 


[Text] 


The following ts a statement: 


was en outstanding 
event which will have far reach- 


ery from revolutionary states in 
Africa, Europe, Asia, and the 
Americas, 

No doubt as an indication of its 
uwing to the right and its : ac- 
commodation with imperialism, 
Guyana’s People’s National Con-' 
gress (PNC) was represented by 
a low-key, one-man delegation, : 

On the way to, and from, 
Moscow, Dr, Jagan took the op- 
portunity to make short visits to 
Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, ' 
Great Britain, India and Canada. 

In India, which Dr, Jagan had 
last visited in 1971, he: 
hed the honour of meet- 
ing Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, the Minister of 
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External Affairs, the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Congress Party in: 
charge of external relations and | 
the head of the Policy Planning’ 
Committee, Through a luncheon | 
given by the Forcign Secretary, 
Dr, Jagan met many importans 
personalities, with some of whom 
ihe had become very friendly 
‘during his first visit to India in 
1953, 
| In these countries, the General 
Secretary had the opportunity 
through press conferences, radio 
and TV interviews, public meet- 
Ings and meetings with impor- 
‘tant personalities to dsaw at- 
tention to the rigged December 
1985 elections; the parlous state 
of th economy and the latest 
fuel crisis, and (0 seek — 
and solidarity for the struggle of 
the Guyanese people for demo- 
cracy and social justice, i 
- The PNC, through the NEW 
NATION and CHRONICLE, has 
resorted to its usual dirty cam- 
paign to cast aspersiong on the 
PPP General Secretary in an at- 
tempt te create divisions within 
the Party, and to sow confusion 
among the people, These attempte 
like others before, have failed, 

The PPP has no apologies te 
make, In its pursuit of demo- 
cracy, national liberation and so- | 
‘cial progress, the Party has na- 
itidnal as well as international 
dasks, And these are formulated 
and carried out not by any one 
‘individual or leader, but by a col- 
lective leadership, 

The PNC mouth pieces criticis- 
e@ Dr, Jagan for no} being pte- 
sent at Budget time to - tender 
advice. Whai hypocrisy! The ru)- 
ing party has constan ly refused 
to heed sound advice given trom 


| time to time by the PPP, hence 


the present’ bankrupt situation, 
The PNC unilaterally changed 
the format of the Budget Esti- 
mates in spite of PPP protests; it 


| has refused to broadcast ‘ live 
| Budget and other debates and 
' eontinues to give distorted views 
| of the PPP MPs’ contributions in 


Parliament, The PPP will not 
be deterred by the PNC’s hypo- 


| eritical utterances. 


. The PPP helped to forge ia- 


'¢ernal unity, And it will con- 


tinue its overseas work, Inter- 
' national support and solidarity 
will play an even greater role as 
the corrupt minority, autho 
ritarlan regime becomes more 
and more oppressive-and re 
| pressive, \ 


Such solidarity was demon- 
, strated in the 135-day strike 
for profit-sharing in 1977 by the 
heroic sugar workers, Condem- 
| nations of the government by the 
, Conference of Caribbean Trade 
Unions and the Assembly of the 
Caribbean Council of Churches, 
refusal by the Oilfield Workers 
Trade Union (OWTU) to handle 
fuel shipments to Guyana, and 
| the ultimatum by the Thames 
(London) Sugar refinery work- 
ers that unless military and paras 
military forces were removed 
from the cane fields, they would 
not handle Guyana sugar in 
London saved GAWU from 
being crushed and. de-recogn'sed, 
Recognition had come after a 26° 
year battle with a 13-weela 
strike in 1975, 
| The time has long past for 
red-herrings, platitudes, exc,es 
and promises, The PNC regime 
must resign and ho!d new local, 
regional and national elections, 











GUYANA 


RICE FARMERS ARRESTED, BOARD CONDEMNS POLICE ACTION 


Report on Demonstration 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 23 Mar 86 pp 1, 4 


[Text ] 


The Rice Producers Associa- 
tion has denounced the arbit- 
rary arrest of 41 of ite members 
during a demonstration in the 
City. Observers’ noted that 
rather than arresting rice far- 
mers when rice ts needed for 
‘the critical fuel deal with Tri- 
nidad, government should have. 
been making sweeping. ¢onces- 
sions to them, An RPA release 
sald: ) 


The Guyana Rice Producers’ 
‘Association (GRPA) condemns 
the shameless manner in which 
police pounced upon end arrest- 
ed 41 protesting farmers and 
later herded them fogether in 
‘an over crowded, filthy cell at 
the Brickdam Police Station. 
The wholesale arrest was made 
on Wednesday last within the 
compound of the Presidential 
Secretariat. 

After picketing peacefully for 
half an hour the farmers, on the 
invitation pf an official 
began to ale fhelr many 
grievances and concerns fo him., 
He listened ‘to ithe their: : Le 

lems, then praised them for the 
orderly manner in which they 
conducted the picketing exer- 
cise and the excellent way in 


presenting their case to him. He 
then subsequently promised to 
give some positive results to the 
farmers within two days and 


advised them to leave. However. 


within one minute a strange in 
cident occurred. 

—This official then disappeared 
and suddenly there appeared 
policemen ready with hand- 
cuffs and a police vehicle, in 
which the farmers were then 


_taken to the Brickdam lock-up. 


This was around 2.30 p.m. They 
were kept in the lock-ups until 
around 2.30 p.m. of the follow- 


‘ing day. Thursday, when they 


were taken to court charged 
with unlawful assembly and 
placed on bail of $100 each. 

The picketing activity was 
organised not only to focus at- 
tention on the numerous produc- 
tion .and other bureaucratie 
constraints, but also to call on: 


‘the relevarit authorities to ‘ree’ 


spond urgently in thelr ’ resolu- 


‘tion, Among the many prob- 


lems the farmers highlighted 
and which affect rice farmers | 
throughout the country were:— 
@ Impediments to harvesting 
-the present rice crop due 
to the serious shortage of : 
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fuel, begs and twine. 

@ Arbitrary seizure of far- 

mets rice meant for their 

domestic use. 

Shortage of parts for agri- 

cultural machinery includ- 

Ing ractors, combines, 

trucks, rice-mills. 

@ Excessive moisture penalty 
recently announced by the 
authorities which can lead 
to ruln of the industry and 
farm 


ers. 
Specifically, the 
farmers also demanded the per- 
manent re-opening of the Cane 
Grove paddy-buying centre and 
for {ts full operation rajher 
than its present partial 3-day 


“= week operation. 


‘the rights 


~ The GRPA calls on the Gov- 


‘ernment to pay dye respect to 
of farmers, to move 


picketing | 


swiftly in solving their many. 


problems, and to stop harassing 
farmers at various levels of . 
society. 

Finally, the Association stile 
on all farmers, millers and 


others in the rice industry — not 
‘to be intimidated but to stand 
firmly in the defense of their 


righ{s and to continue to strug- 


‘gle unitedly for the ful realisa- 
‘tion of, their just demands. 


\ 











GRB Press Release 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 30 Mar 86 p 4 


[Text] 
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THE 41 rice farmers arrested * * 
after a picketing exercise on Marct 
19 last have been. placed on $100: 
bail each, and are sunning ceial . 
on April 14. | 

The farmers, members of the 


.Guyana Rice Producers Association 


(GRPA), have been charged with un- 
lawful assembly. 

The farmers had begun their pro- 
test at the Guyana Rice Board, and 


proceeded to the Parliament Build- - 


ings and then to the Presidential — 
Secretariat, where they . were ar-— 
rested. 

~ According to a GRPA pyess \eahines 
of March 21, an employeé of the 


Presidential Secretariat had en- | ~ 


couraged the picketing farmers to 
air their grievances to him and , 
praised them for the orderly man- 
ner of their picketing exercise. 

After promising to give them , 
positivé results in two days, he : 
left, and they were arrested im- 
mediately after. : 

According to GRPA's President, 
Mr. Mahadeo, the 41 protesters 
were part of a 300 strong demon- 
stration of what he described as 
responsible rice farmers, mainly 
from the Cane Grove area, and in- 
cluded 38 tractor-owners and 16 
combine-owners. 

Between them. they cultivated over 
2,000 acres, he said, and they had 
been attempting to focus attention 


The present rice crop is ready 
to be reaped,. but is impeded, the 
farmers 'say, by the shortage of 
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fuel, bags, twine and spare parts 
for their. machinery and the rice- 
mills. 

The picketers had also demanded 
the permanent re-opening and fyll 
operation of the Cane Grove paddy- 
buying centre, and had protested 
ithe arbitrary seizure'of rice ‘in- 
‘tended for farmers' own domestic _ 
use, and the recently announced 
“excessive” increases in the mois- 
ture penalty rice farmers have to 
pay. 

Formerly, when farmers came to 
have their rice dried, they paid 
a penalty up to a maximum of $1.20, 
according to the moisture content 
of the rice. 

The maximum penalty has now been 
increased to $6.00, and farmers 
have also been told that rice with: 
over 20% moisture will no longer 
be. accepted for milling. 

The rice producers are claiming 
that this "can, lead to ruin of the 
industry and farmers." ‘ 

The GRPA press release condemned 
"the shameless manner in which the 
police pounced upon and arrested" 
the farmers and “herded them to- 
gether in an overcrowded, filthy 
cell at the Brickdam Police Station." 

The release went on to claim 
that this “uncalled for, harsh re- 
action of the police ... strength- 
ens the view that the Government 
is’ not sincerely sympathetic to or 
interested in the welfare of our 
farmers, in spite of its occasion- 
al pronouncements that farmers 
hold an important pees in our 
economy, and country. 
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BUDGET PRIORITIES ASSESSED, CRITICIZED BY OPPOSITION 
List of Expenditures 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 23 Mar 86 p 3 


[Text ] 


FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE — 1986/85 — BY THE 


MINISTRY OF FINANCE. 
(G$ MILLIONS) 


Item 1986 1985 (revised) 
Public Debt 451.9 435.8 
Public Safety and Nation- 
al Security 272.9 246.1 
Direct Production (in- . 
cluding Agriculture, 
Energy and Forestry) 3.2 105.7 
Administration and Fin- 
ance of Central Govt. 111.4 136.0 
Education 80.9 128.8 
Health 60.2 74.1 
Housing and Transport 32.2 30.2 
Pensions (Appropriation) 4.5 3.8 
Pensions (Statutory) 19.6 16.1 
Employment Cost 
(Statutory) » 5.6 
TOTAL 1,252.4 1,182.2 
STRUCTURE OF PUBLIC DEBT — 1986/85 
(G$ MILLIONS) 
1986 1985 
| Internal Principal 72.7 40.5 
| Internal Interest $73.1 281.7 
External Principal 45.0 40.6 
External Interest 61.0 66.7 
TOTAL oe 451.9 435.7 
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PPP Proposals 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 30 Mar 86 p 4 
[Text] In the National Assembly debate on the 1986 Budget, the PPP advanced 
a short list of suggestions on how best to alleviate the economic crisis 


in Guyana. These are: 


--Pay 10 percent of the overseas debt charges to creditors including the 
IMF. 


--Re-negotiate the internal debt charges. 
--Produce more and export more so as to earn more foreign exchange. 
--Diversify Guyana’s trade and fuel markets in the national interest. 


--Build up and maintain a vibrant tourist industry which will attract 
hard currency. 


--Put more money into the agricultural sector. Make it priority one in 
the Budget. 


--Put more money into the neglected co-operative sector. 


--Restore the momentum of the industrialisation drive which has now 
virtually vanished. 


--Cut down on soaring security costs. 

--End alienation of the working people. Involve them in all decisions. 
--Pay adequate material incentives to farmers. 

--Restore the food, fuel and transport subsidisation programme. 

--Ensure an equitable distribution system to all Guyanese consumers. 
--Ensure an efficient mass transportation system throughout the country. 
--Stop harassing and stifling local businessmen. Help them to produce. 
--Freeze or cut all super salaries. 

--Restore democracy. Put an end to rigged elections. 


--Re-establish genuine accountability in the public sector. End party- 
cardism. 


--Bring back wheat flour and split peas. 
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--Crack down on crime and corruption. 


--Pay decent and adequate wages and salaries to the working class. 


--Move towards a National Patriotic Front Government. 


It should be recalled that the PPP rejected the Budget because of its 
wrong priorities and deemed it a ‘coalpot budget.' 


Security-Spending Imbalance 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 30 Mar 86 p l 


[Text ] 


/9317 


NATIONAL security has ranked - 
high in Guyana's budget over = 


years. 


* At a time when the economy was 
declining and foreign exchange was 
becoming increasingly scarce, in 


‘order to preserve ‘law and order’ 


Government spent and allocated the 
following sums for the security. 
forces: 


Current Expénditure | in milaions: - 


1986 1985 

3DF $ 122.3 $ 110.3 
GNS 35.2 33.2 
Police 71.3 57.9 
Prisons 6.5 a. | 
$ 235.3 $ 207.0 


Capital Expenditure in millions: 


GDF .$°. 8.7 $ , 63.0 
GNS , 4.0 . Se 
$ 42.7° $ 68.0 
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‘The Guyanese people need to know 
what proportion of these sums is 
expended on the purchase of parts ~ 


_for aircraft, trucks and land 
rovers, guns and ammunition, radio 


equipment and a wide variety of 


other equipment that require pay- 
‘ment in foreign ‘éxchange. 


The. cost of the three helicopters 
purchased last year from the USSR 
as part of a bauxite barter deal 
is not mentioned in the estimates. 

* It may. be the G$49.59m mentioned | 


_in last year's estimates as part 


of the G$63.0m listed above. 
_ The people also need to know how 
the expenditure on national sec- 
urity compares with that on agri- 
culture and health services and 
other services. 

The expenditure on the Guyana 


‘National Guard Service hag to-be 


added to the above figures. 
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Hoyte in Essequibo 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Mar 86 pp 7, 4-5 


[Text] 


PRESIDENT Desmond 
Hoyte wound up his two days 
of visits on the Essequibo 
Coast yesterday afternoon, 
meeting hundreds of residents 
at the Anna . Regina 
Multilateral School. 

Cde. hoyte, who, earlier in 
the day, continued his tour of 


rice production facilities, and. 


held meetings with farmers 
and regional, business and 
other representatives, 
engaged in. frank discourse 
with the residents at the more 
than one-hour meeting. ‘ 

The Essequibo visit marks 
the beginning of a programme 
under which the President will 
visit various regions “to see 
what is happening, .to listen 
and to learn,” Cde. Hoyte | 
told residents. _ ‘ 


In another hectic. day, 
President Hoyte visited six 
rice mills along the Coast, met 
with the Regional 
Management Committee, and 
religious leaders, and also had 
a working lunch with farmers, 
businessmen and others at 
State House, Anna Regina. 

At these informal 
discussions and the large 
gathering during the af- 
ternoon, problems were sired 
and suggestions made on 8 
wide range of economic and 
social matters, including 
systems of grading rice by the 
Guyana Rice Milling and 
Marketing Authority (GR- 
MMA), ‘maintenahce — of 
drainage and __ irrigation 
facilities, transportation of 
farmers’ produce, supplies of 
fuel and other inputs for 
agriculture, and the issue of 
electricity generation in the 
region. 

Among the proposals made 
by residents was that an in- 
vestigation. be made of the 
possibility of using rice husk 
to generate power for steam 
turbines. 

Among the matters on 
which President Hoyte issued 
immediate instructions were 
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the supply of tools and other 
equipment to farmers. 


The Regional 
Administration is to become 
involved in the distribution of 
such inputs in an effort to 
correct problems raised by 
farmers. 


On other isgues, the 
President undertook to either 
have investigations done or to 
issue the necessary in- 
structions for more definite | 
action. ' 

Cde. Hoyte, who 

throughout the two-day tour 
displayed keen interest in all 
aspects of production and in 
the social conditions existing 
in the region, drew the ap- 
plause of the large gathering 
when he said that his visits to 
the regions will sometimes be 
announced and sometines 
unannounced. 
_ In the morning and early 
afternoon, the Presidant 
visited six rice mills, private as 
well as state-owned, slong 
the Coast from Somerset and 
Berks to Affiance. 


One of the President's 
longer stops was at the 
Kayman Sankar and Company 
rice mill at Hampton Court, 
where he paid particular 
attention to the maintenance 
of high quality in production 
and efforts to rehabilitate 
previously discarded 


machinery and equipment for 
further use in field and mill 
operations. 

He also visited the GRMMA 
Somerset and Berks mill and 
silo, David Lawrie’s mill at 
Better Hope, Hopkinson’s mill 
at Dartmouth, the Dobay’ mill 
at Land of Plenty, and imam 
Bacchus’ mill at Affiance. 

At the Doobay mill, Cde. 
Hoyte took samples of rice 
and promised to investigate a 
complaint that quantities of 
good quality rice were 
rejected by the GRMMA, 
while, others of poor quality 
were accepted. 
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[Text ] 


MEMBERS of the 
People’s National Congress 
must be like warriors in 
battle facing their foes with 
the determination to win 
regardiess of the cir- 
cumstances. The battle 
Guyanese are fighting is just 
one of the many. Some they 
have already fought and 
won, others they will, 
with The same zest, 
determination and: com- 
mitment as Guyanese strive 
to maintain§ their _ in- 
dependence which they 
‘guard so zealov'sly.’ 

These were the comments 
by Prime Minister -Cde 
Hamilton Green when’ he 
addressed the Fourth 
Annual Conference of 
Religion Four, Sunday at the 
Melanie Damishana 
Shopping Complex. 


Call to ‘Battle’ 


Cde Green told delegates 
to the conference thet they 
must at all times be 
prepared to perform the 
tasks assigned to them and 
to plan carefully before 
executing the tasks 
assigned. 

He tasked the Regional 
Charman - tS 6néure that 

nning is condueted to 
nclude the party group. 
Each — Chairman must 
be able to present a 
programme of work. This is 
necessary for the systematic 
functioning and the success 
of the Party’s programme. 

Cde Green a wong lig 
only through pla t 
success can be edlinesd. 


Guyana’s success is 
dependent on the 
development of appropriate 
attitudes. For one to develop 





appropriate attitudes one 
needs to be self-critical. He 
said, “Party must be above 
critidsm.”” 


Cde Green re- hasised 
the call by the Regional 
Chairman, Cde Alan Munroe 
that there must be 
leadership by example at all 
levels since there are always 

people who focus on the 
People’s National Congress. 


The two-day conference 
attracted several senior Party: 
functionaries among whom 
were Cde Ptolemy Reid; 
Deputy Prime Minister, Cde 
Robert Corbin who delivered. 
the open address, Vice 
President, Cde Viola Byrn-, 
ham. Deputy Leader 
General Secrotery, Cde Rariji 
Chandisingh, . was also 
present at the conference. 


Charge to Regions 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 23 Mar 86 p 2 


{Text ] 


The People’s National 
Congress in a message to 
the various regions on the 
occasion of their annual 
regional conferences has 
called on them to increase 
production and productivity 
at all levels and to explore 
new areas of production. 


The message reminds the. 


conferences of the tasks of 


Party members in _ their. 


efforts to further’ the 
development of Guyana. 


The message continues, 


“We as Party members have’ 


the task to encourage, to 
motivate, educate and instil 
in all Guyanese a fierce 


sense of commitment to: 


duty and loyalty to this dear 
land of Guyana.” 


Conference delegates are 
reminded that “as members 
of the vanguard Party, we 
are obligated to set high 
moral values. We must bé 
courteous, respectful and: 
honest in our daily activities 
and strive to be beyond 
reproach. It is we who must 
set the stage for develop-. 
ment in our community.” 


The message highlights 
the legacy of — left by 
the Founder-Leader, Cde 
Linden Forbes Burnham and 
stresses the unfolding of his 
genius when there was a 
smooth - transition. of 
presidential and leadership 
responsibilities. The message 
describes the Comrade 
Leader as a man of 
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dedication, devotion and 
vision. “It is he who con- 
vincingly led us to victory at 
the polls and will continue 
to provide leadership as he 
infuses mew vigour and 
dynamism to the work of 
the People’s National 
Congress,” it continues. 

“As you deliberate the 
many issues of conference it 
would be of vital importance 
for you to consider ap- 
propriate methods directed 
at strengthening the Party to 
play a greater role in our 
development thrust. You 
must develop and improve 
your programme of 
ideological training to give 
the membership a com- 
prehensive grasp of the 
Party,” it stresses. 








Corbin on Development 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 23 Mar 86 p 2 


[Article by Lynda Shortt] 


[Text] 


THE annual Region Four 
conference one of three 
similar conferences held 
over last weekend, provided 
e@pportunity for free and’ 
frank discussions and for the 
reinforcement of Party’ 
participation Fn Kony 2 

at: 
afl levels of the Party. 

The Conference which. 
wes held at the Melanie 
Damishana Complex,. 
featured contributions from a 
wide cross-section of the 
Region. These contributions 
highlighted existing 
problems and offered 
solutions to most of these. 
Member of the Party's’ 
Centrai Executive Committee. 
and Deputy Prime Minister, : 
Cde Robert Corbin in his 
address invited conference 
to reflect on two quotations 
taken from the ‘Declaration. 
of Sophia.” The first being 
“The Party is not merely. 
an’ ‘election machine” and 
“The tasks ahead are many 
and tremendous.” 

Cde. Corbin offered in- 
terpretations of these 
quotations to indicate that 
objectives of the People’s 


National Congress remain 


constant. 
He emphasised that what 


may seem a diversion is: 


merely a different approach 
to problems that aré 
common to any development 


process. . 

Explaining’ what the 
Founder-Leader meant in 
the Declaration of Sophia 
when he said the Party is 
mot merely an. election 
machine, Cde. ‘ Corbin 
commented on the attitude 
of some Party members who 
display . vibrancy during 
election campaigns. This 
vibrancy should be a way of 
life for all Party Members. 

The Party he said, is a 
developmental agency, an 
organisation of people who 
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believe that Guyana has a 
secure future for all its 


people. 

Cde. Corbin stressed that 
the People’s National 
Congress is an educational 
institution that is expected 
to motivate the people 
toward making meaningful 
contributions toward 
developing the communities 
in which they live. 

Leadership by example is 
also one of the attributes of 
the People’s National 
Congress. Cde. Corbin 
hastened to add that 
‘leadership is sometimes 
isolated to mean the 
President, or the Central 
Executive. in other ca 
leadership is misinterpreted 
to mean other leading 
members of the Party. 

This concept, he: 
cautioned, is wrong since 
every meinber of the. Party 
is a leader in his or her own 
right. Cde. Corbin stressed 
that “the reward for good 
leadership is the satisfaction 
of knowing that we have 
made a worthwhile con- 
tribution to the long-term 
goals of the Party.” 

Party members must keep 
foremost in their minds that 
the tasks ahead = are 
mammoth. “As we move 
through this difficult time,” 
he said, ‘‘we have to 
recognise the magnitude of 
the task.” 

Commenting on the 
Founder-Leaders foresight 
in the Declaration of Sophia 
and the Comrade Leader's 
steadfast thrust toward a 
socialist--goal, Cde. Corbin 
said thet. if careful study is 
made of what is written, 
Guyanese, especially Party 
leaders, would not now be 
afraid of the existing 
problems, but would un- 
derstand that we are in the 
“battle line’ and the war 
would not be won until all 
the battles are fought. 














Emphasis on Efficiency 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 30 Mar 86 p 1 


[Text] 


The People’s National Congress must be strong, well 
organised , and efficient in an absolute serise, Leader of the 
Party Cde Desmond Hoyte told: Party members at # general 
members’ meeting, Monday. 

The meeting which was held et. the St. Sidwell’s 
schoolroom, Lodge, attracted hundreds of Party members 
and represented one of the meny forums of the Party at 
which members and supporters are brought up-to-date on 
matters of importance to the Party and to the nation. 


In his address to the 


recent Sixth Biennial: since there ‘could: be- the 


Congress, and in other possibility of some 
addresses, including one to ‘meas the achievements 


the General Council of the of ‘the Party against the 


Party] the Comrade Leader 
repestodly - stressed the 
absolute . necessity for 
leaders tc continue the work 
of strengtivening the Party. 
Cde Hoyte reminded the 
members) at Monday's 
meeting tnet there is the 
danger of complacency 


inefficiency of the op- 


position. 

“We must not make the 
mistake of using the inef- 
iiciency and 
disorganised state of the 
opposition as a measure of 
‘our efficiency and our 
organisation”, the Comrade 
Leader said. 


Ensuring a strong, weil 
organised , and efficient 
Party is a task that all Party 
members must set before 
their mind’s eye, the 
Comrade Leader charged. 

As a _ consequence, 
members’ meetings must be 
institutionalisod and must be 
used as a “means of in- 
forming ourselves about 
national and Party issues, 
and as a means of getting 
us closer together and 
creating greater cohesion 
within our Party”, he added. 

The Party's canstitution 
affirms that the group is the 
basic unit of the Party. The 
Comrade Leader said that 
the state:; of the Party is 
reflected by the performance 
of the groups. This therefore 
means that the groups must 
be strengthened, he added. 





Institutionalization of Meetings 
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[Text] 


LEADER of the People’s 
National Congress; Cde. 
Desmond Hoyte met with 
members of the . Party, 
Monday at Sidwell’s, 
schoolroom, to discuss with 
them matters pertaining to 
the strengthening of the 
Party and other internal 
matters and to inform them 
on the fuel situation in 
Guyana. 

The forum was a general 
members’ meeting which as 


‘the Comrade Leader said, is 


nothing unusual. “Members’ 


‘meetings. are part of our 


Party’s organisation. Having 


‘these ' meetings: is a 


technique we use for ‘in- 


‘forming. out members about 


matters of interest. both 


‘Party and national and also 


for’ strengthening our 


Party,” he said. 


These meetings are to be 
‘institutionalised. There are’ 
to be . statutory times 
throughout the ‘year, in 
every region, when these 
meetings will be held to 
discuss "a particular topic. ‘ 


At Monday's meeting the 
fuel situation. was discussed 
within’: the’ context of the: 
‘work. Party cadres must do 
‘to strengthen the Party. The 
Comrade Leader had earlier 
addréssed the nation on the 
fuel situation: On Monday, 
further. discussion of the 
situation provided Party. 
‘members with. an op- 
portunity to. better educate. 
the people. 

The meeting observed 
that ive the io of 
(shortage po 
posed to: pemnenene 
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and some who make it their 
profession to criticise and to 
attack the Government 


sought to mislead the: 


peaple about the state of 
affairs. 

There was @ shortage but 
the People’s National 
Congress 


the lines that previously 
existed at the petrol stations 


-have dwindied. This was 


evidence of a good 


.Government, one that was 


able to manage a difficult 
situation, the members’ 
meeting affirmed. 

One lesson that Party. 


‘members have learnt is that 


there is no benefit to be 
from panicking, This. 
was learnt from the 

Founder-Leader. : 

_ The Comrade Leader 

reinforced this lesson on 

Monday. In a_ difficult 


Government’ 
managed the situation 
' properly with the result that- 
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situation, he said, the thing 
to do is to calmly try to 
understand the causes of 
the problem and then set 
out to take the measures, no 
matter how difficult these 
might be, that are necessary 
to solve the problem. That is 
exactly what. the People’s 
National Congress Govern- 
ment did, he said. - 

“There is grest strength 
in being calm... through 
calm and deliberate action 
the Government was able to 
minimise the inconvenience 
and difficulties and bring 
back a measure of normaicy 
to tHe situation,”” the 
Comrade Leader said. 

The .Comrede Leader 
informed the Party members 
of the problems that led to 
the fuel situation, Chief 
among these was the export 
ofxrice to neighbouring 
Trinidad and Tobago from 
which Guyana acquires its, 
petroleum products.. 

















PNC HAILED FOR EFFORTS TOWARD RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 23 Mar 86 p 7 


[Text ] 


RELIGION has always 
been a jor influence in 
the lives most Guyanese 


and it must surely have been’ 


with this factor in mind that 
the People’s National 
Congress Government took 
steps tc correct the situation 
in which one _ religion 
professed dominance over 
all others. 

Guyanese will be 
celebrating two national . 
holidays — Phagwah and 
Easter this week. Under the 
colonial administration, 
Phagwah — a Hindu festival 
wes treated as something 
inferior to the Christian 
festival. 

In fact, Christian religious 
days were the only religious 
national holidays for the 


colony. Those of othe. 


religions were treated with 
scant respect and were in 
fact hardly ever noticed. 

These Christian holidays 
led many to believe that 
Christianity and Christians 
were in some way 
to every other religicn and 
its followers. 

With the change of ad- 
ministration in the country 
Guyanese now have the 
opportunity to worship at 
the church of their choice 
and enjoy equal rights and 
privileges. 


Review of Actions 


Gone are the days in 
which there was religious 
intolerance and this is con- 
tinually stressed by the 
national leaders. Guyanese’ 
have a unique opportunity 
to understand each other's 
culture, appreciate same and 


even become involved in the 


observances. 

Meanwhile, the wide 
ranging changes in 
government policy towards 
religion continue to highlight 


Guyana’s secular nature. 


Desmond Hoyte appointed 
some 27 Muslim and 37 
Hindu marriage officers as 
part of the programme to 
enforce practical uality 
among the various religions 
practised in the country. 

The marriage officers will 
enjoy the same status end 
rights as those of the 
Christian denominations and 
this action eliminates the 
final vestiges of the previous 
discriminatory procedures as 
they relate to religion in 
Guyana 


Early this year, a 
representative to the Sixth 
International Conference of 
the World Assembly of 
Muslim Youth held in Saudi 
Arabia assured the par- 
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ticipants that there is 
complete religious freedom 
in Guyana, an an- 
nouncement which wes 
hailed as an example of the 
country’s progress. 

They were told that 
Muslims here who are public 
sector employees are 
granted time off (with pay) 
on Fridays to perform their 
Jummaeh prayers at their 
mosques, 

It was also disclosed that 
Guyane is the only country 
in the Caribbean region 
which celebrates Youman 
Nabi, the birth anniversary 
of the prophet Muhammad, 
es @ public holiday,. further 
highlighting government's 
recognition of all r . 

Quite recently, the. 
Comrade Leader in opening 
‘the new Citadel of the 
Salvation, Army promised 
that the Government will 
increase its financial con- 
tribution to the organisation. 

These and many other 
shining examples show that 
the PNC Government has 
instituted an era of total 
religious freedom and not 
intolerance and isprepared to 
remove all forms of religious 
ee fromthe 
; ty. 





Equality of Religions 
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[Article by P. Raphael Noel] 


[Text] 


GUYANA is a secular state aiming to construct a socialist 
society. The mechanism of socialist construction in Guyana 
is co-operativism. Co-operativism implies and requires mutual 
understanding, goodwill and the stable conditions of peace 
and national harmony. 

The New Constitution highlighted the vital need for 
tolerance and a humane approach to the organisation of our 
social life and constructive efforts. In 1962 the Founder 
Leader said that unless Guyana’s many ethnic and religious 
groups are welded together then independence; and thus 
socialist construction, would be meaningless. 


So the New Constitution entities all people the freedom 
to *. espouse and practise their religion, publicly and 
‘courageously. It accommodates all points of view without 
fear or favour and facilitatesthe understanding that positive 
efforts in the national interest and sincere contributions to 
Guyana’s development are the criteria for truly judging the 
Status of any individual or group. 


: All religions are regerded equally by the secular state; no 
religion is seen as better than the other or inferior to the 
other. This is the underpinning of the social practice of 
justice, equality of opportunity, and patriotic struggle. 

The principle of religious equality in the context of a 
secular state guarantees a basic human right and demolishes 

the slander of detractors who allege that there is no 
freedom of religion in Guyana. ; 


The efforts of the People’s National Congress over the 
past 20 years to provide the psychological, ideological and 
political bases for economic dynamism and optimum 
development are hardly more underscored than in its 
success in moulding one people out of diverse groupings 
through instituting a policy and practice of equal 
recognition of and co-operation with all faiths, ethnic groups 
and points of view. 


This unprecedented and most progressive step is 
elaborated by the fact that Guyane pays equal attention to 
each religious festival in the country. 

Similarly, nowhere else in the region is there such ample 
scope for all other expressions of religious consciousness. 
Nowhere ere the major religions and the smaller offshoots 
and secondary faiths so well represented in the National 
Assembly, and serve as advisers to the country's President 
in the republic. , 


Indeed, “liberation theology” is nothing new to Guyana. 

When this great principle was promulgated in the 1980 
Constitution, certain religious bodies did not appreciate it, 
and alleged government's disregard of religion because 
specific mention of the deity in the preamble of the con- 
stitution was omitted. 


It must be remembered, however, that such bodies had 
traditionally maintained a hegemony and monopoly on 


religion that were squarely representative of colonial in- 
terests. 
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Inter-Religious Assembly 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 31 Mar 86 p 3 


[Text } 


The President's Advisory ‘reated to a number of 
Committee on Religious presentations by several 
nter- ps including the National 
Religious Assembly to take Oence Company, the 
place at the National Cultural Hallelujah Group choir, the 
Centre on Sunday April 13, Police Force Band and the 
starting at 10:00 hrs. Merrytones Orchestra. The 
presentations will highlight 
it is expected that sketches of various art-forms 
delegations from all religions Of the different religions in 
in will participate in. Guyana. 
this historic meeting, at which r 
President Hoyte'has been’ At’ the end of the 
invited to the main - ramme there will be an 
address. = = ss > Informal reception and an 
exhibition of religious books, 
The audience will be - art and craft. 


Praise for Diversity 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 30 Mar 86 p 1 
[Comment: "Unity in Diversity"] 


[Text ] 


THE last few days have served to focus in a 
most positive way on the diversity of Guyanese 
society. On Wednesday we celebrated Phagweh — 
one of the most significant events on the Hindu 
calendar. This week-end we are observing one of 
the most revered events in Christianity -- ; 
crucifixion and resurrection, of Jesus. And 
yesterday the Comrade Leader -- as President of 
the Republic declared open a Muslim Masjid in the 
very heart of our capital city. 





society from all this-' Certainly, it is in- 
controvertible evidence that our diverse cultura! 
heritage is becoming part of our national heritage. 
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UNIONS CALL FOR ‘GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNITY' 


Chandisingh at Seminar 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Mar 86 p 8 


[Text ] 


PARTICIPANTS in a one- 
day seminar sponsored by 
the Guyana Labour Union 
Education Committee, were 
yesterday urged by Vice- 
President National 
Mobilisation and Deputy 
Prime Minister Cde. Rana 
Chandisingh to provide 
effective leadership and 
guidance for union mem- 
bers. 

Delivering the opening 
address, the Vice-President 
said that trade unions are 
very important today, and 
their leaders must be able to 
avoid ccnflicts which arise 
out of misunderstanding, 
and to “take their people 
along the right direction’. 

**People are not 
machines,”” he stressed. 
“They . fi : 
and have had different 
experiences . leaders 
must be aware of this.” 

Cde. Chandisingh, who 
gave a brief background to 
the trade union movement 
in Guyana, pointed out that 
the movement has deep 
roots in the political struggle 
of this country, and in the 
early days it was necessary 
to adhere to a policy of 


“confrontation,” because of 


the exploitative and 
colonialist mature of the 
class society. 
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Today, the situation has 
changed, however. With: 
public ownership, there is 
ground for a new 
relationship. And, “‘this 


does not mean that con- 
frontation may not occur, 
like between management 
and union members,” he 
said. 

Emphasising that leaders 
should ‘‘keep in touch with 
important events and know 
how they affect us in 
Guyana,’"’ Cde. Chandisingh 
expressed the hope that 
further seminars of this type 
would be held. 
~The seminar was held at 
the headquarters of the 
Guyana Committee for 
Solidarity and Peace 
(GCSP), Queenstown, for 
branch officials, | shop 
stewards and potential 
leaders, under the theme 
“Towards the improvement 
of leadership qualities 
among branch officials.” 

The objectives of the 
seminar are to equip union 
representatives With the 
necessary skills for 
leadership; enabling them to 
pertorm their tasks; and to 
provide them with the 
required knowledge to 
better serve the workers 
whom they represent. 
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Unions’ Statement 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 23 Mar 86 p l 


[Text ] 


Six trade unions have rs!l- 
terated a call made earlier 
by the Guyana Trades 
Union Congress (TUC) for a 
‘broad-based government of na- 
gional unity’ in the face of what 
they term ‘a national disaster’. 

In a statement, the six unions, 
GAWU, CCWU, NAACIE, 
GBSU, GMWU and UGWJU, re- 
presenting strategic areas such 
@s sugar, bauxite, commerce and 
intellectuals, said that, ‘after 
many years of mismanagement 
our beleaguered economy, like a 
dying man, seems to be on its 
last gasp.’ 

It further noted that the fuel 
ehortages have brought trans- 
portation and production to 
‘a virtual halt’ causing despera- 
tion among workers who fear 
‘inevitable retrenchment’. 

The six unions lashed out at 
the government for having 
failed to create alternative 


eources of energy — hyrdo-elec- 
tric, gasolene or solar. ‘Clesure 
of the Eas¢ Const railway’, 
gaid the statement, ‘made things 
worse.’ 

Attacking the administration 
of President Desmond Hoyte for 
lacking a serious approach to 
the crisis, the six unions criti- 
ciscd the lack a information 
on the situation. ‘No informa- 
tion is being passed on to the 
public about past and present 
consumption of petroleum pro- 
ducts, stocks, foreign reserves 
of the Government, projected 
export earnings or fufure sup- 
Plics of petroleum products. 

The Unions called on their 
parent body, the TUC, ‘to spare 
no effort in helping {0 bring 
reason and a‘sense of national 
patriotism fo bear on the sifua- 
tion.’ They went on to say: 

‘In the face of this national 
disaster we reiterate the call al- 


Dissatisfaction With GWU 


Georgetowr MIRROR in English 23 Mar 86 p 5 


[Text ] 


ready made by the TUC itself 
in previous resolutions for a 
broad-based government of 
national unity with a view to: 
@ Taking emergency steps to 
stop all foreign exchange expen- 
diture other than that of essen- 
tial food, fuel, medicines and 
educational material. In parti- 
cular to cut staff in overseas 
embassies, postpone the exchange 
of bauxite for a new aircraft 
and exchange for other essen- 
tial items instead, renegotiate 
the overseas debt, and so on; 

@ Negotiating new terms for 
fuel from overseas  supplicrs 
who will be sympathetic to the 
new sense of national purpose 
which such a government would 
engender; 

@ Taking stcps to involve the 
workers and the population at 
large and their organisations In 
preparing a national plan for 
the redemption of our country. 


Workers employed by the Anna Regina rice mill complex are reportedly 


dissatisfied with the type of representation they are getting from their 


union. 


They point out that for the past 14 months they have been virtually 


without union representation "although we have been paying union dues." 
In a letter to TUC General Secretary Joseph Pollydore the workers said that 
they would like these dues to be stopped immediately and that all monies 


already deducted should be "paid back to us." 


sent to the GRMMA, 


A copy of the letter was 


Our correspondent in Essequibo says that the workers who are attached to 
the Anna Regina and Somerset and Berks operations of the Guyana Rice Milling 
and Marketing Authority are dissatisfied with the General Workers' Union. 


The workers are seeking to have the Guyana Agricultural and General Workers' 
Union represent them, and are calling for an immediate poll to determine 


the representation issue. 
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The workers are saying further that they should be paid for their service 
with the GRB in lieu of which their service should be transferred to the 
new entity in which they now work. The GWU is believed to be pressing 
the GRMMA for recognition but the workers are against this move. They 
told our correspondent that 95 percent of them want GAWU. 
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NAPPI VILLAGERS CRACKING DOWN ON 'DESTABILIZERS' 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 16 Mar 86 p 5 


[Text] 
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Unauthorised 
persons who enter Nappi 
Village and are caught 


‘destroying or attempting 


to destroy ite (pronounced 
itay), palm trees, wood, 
burning savannehs, 
poisoning fish ponds, gold 
mining, as well as the 
violation of any other 
village council laws will be 
dealt with severely. 

So says Village Captain 
Cde. Randolph Joseph of 
the Nappi Village Council 
in Region Nine, Upper 
Takatu/ Upper Essequibo. 

Cde. Joseph said at a 
recent public meeting that 


‘the Village Council has 


observed with regret that 
ite palm trees are being 
destroyed when persons 


‘try to obtain leaves to 


thatch their houses. 


In. the Rupununi the 
fruits of the ite palm are 


‘used as a beverage. A fine 
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straw called tibisiri ex- 
tracted from the leaves is. 
also commonly used by 
craft producers to make 
baskets, floor mats and 
other fine craftwork. 

Cde. Randolph Joseph 
added that uncontrolled 


savannah fires destroy 


houses arid farms and he 


appealed to the people to 
desist from ne - 
n 


acts that could result 


these destructive fires. 
Poisoning of fish ponds 
was also viewed seriously 


es it was felt that this 


malpractice caused 
irreparable damage to the 
environment. Livestock 
and people who must 
drink from these sources 
are liable to suffer from 
the effects of the poison. 

Severe legal penalties 
will be meted out to 
persons who violate these 
village council laws, Cdo. 
Joseph said. 
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GOVERNMENT CONTINUES DRIVE TO PRODUCE LOCAL FLOURS 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 23 Mar 86 pp 4, 5 


[Text] 
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Government has allocated 
one million dollars in this 
years budget to the 
Institute of Applied Science 
and Technol to set-up @ 
Department which will focus 
on the development and 
utilisation of indigenous 
foods. 


In the first instance, 
however, the Department's 
work will concentrate en- 
tirely on indigenous flours. 
There are several possible 
sources of indigenous flours 
in Guyana. 

Root crops such as 
cassava, sweet potato, yam 
and other crops: such as 
rice, breadfruit, plantain, 
sorghum and triticale all 
yield a range of flours 
which have been utilised in 
several ways in both 
developed and developing 
countries. 

The programme being 
undertaken at the Institute 
of Applied Science and 
Technology will examine all 
aspects of the production, 
and utilisation of these 


flours with the ultimate aim 
of introducing the derived 


products into the local diet. 
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Although the department 
is in the JIAST, the 
programme will call on a 
wide range of skilis for its 
implementation. Thus the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
the National Agricultural 
Research institute (NARI) 
will be involved in the 
agricultural aspects of the 
programme, the Ministry of 
Health, with the nutritional 
aspects; and the Ministries 
of Education and Infor- 


mation, With its educational 
and dissemination aspects. 
Organisations such as 
Rice Van, private sector 
bakeries and agencies which 
produce flour products are 
expected to be involved in 
the utilisation aspect of the 
programme, sfter the basic 
technology has been 
developed at the Institute. 
The entire pe 
will be co-ordina by a 
committee which will have 
representatives from all of 
the relevant 6 ies. The 
committee will also be 
responsible for giving the 
overall supervision and 
direction to the programme 
and for monitoring its 


progress. 
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HONDURAS 


U.S. FOREIGN POLICY QUESTIONED, DIFFERENCES UNDERSCORED 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 20 Feb 86 p 20 
(Editorial by Gautama Fonseca: "The Americans"] 


[Text] One notable trait of the Americans is their tenacity. They do not get 
discouraged on the way. They do not stop until they get where they are going. 


They do not care if the route they have chosen takes them where they want to 
go or not. They simply continue forward, confident that if there are abysses, 
they will be able to extend a bridge over them. If there are rivers, they will 
ford them. If there are mountains, they will make a road over them or a 
tunnel through then. 


This way of acting, however, has brought them a lot of sorrow. Despite what 
they proclaim, their excessive materialism frequently makes them forget that 
we human beings cannot be handled like stones, like things. 


Who knows where the Americans have gotten the idea that their way of life 
should become a universal way of life and that only those whom they consider 
their friends are right. 


They do not realize that each people, independent of its size, is a 
noninterchangeable historical product. Therefore, it is very difficult to 
shape a different reality than the one which results from its past. 


They forget that the United States itself is--to use a phrase that the 
philosophers like--a thing in itself, an individuality which cannot be 
compared to any other. Therefore, its reality is different from all others. 


U.S. arrogance is explicable from the logical point of view. They have 
achieved a great deal. 


However, theories do not always find an echo in deeds. p 


They are defined by history, which is nothing more than the’ footprints man 


leaves behind in the hard clay of life. y, 
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Not taking these elemental things into consideration, they went to Korea and 
they failed. They went to Vietnam and they failed. They went to Cambodia and 
they failed. They are fighting against Libya, Cuba, El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
and several African nations and they will fail. 


The magnitude of their power does not matter. 


It does not matter that their strength is immeasurable like the movement of 
the earth. 


A handful of nomads or desperadoes can defeat them; they have defeated then. 


They will begin to reap victories when they learn that the U.S. way of life is 
a U.S. phenomenon determined by clear and easily discernible causes and that 


the allies they must find are the people, not the oligarchies that live by 
extorting those peoples. 
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HONDURAS 


PINU SEEKS TO CURB SUPREMACY OF ARMED FORCES 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 15 Feb 86 p ll 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--Elimination of the position of chief of the Armed Forces 
is considered by the Innovation and Unity Party (PINU) to be a necessity if 
military supremacy over civilian government is to be avoided. 


The conservative Innovation and Unity Party, Deputy Miguel Angel Pavon 
announced, will present a proposal for reform of the Constitution of the 
Republic and the Constituent Law of the Armed Forces, which will eliminate 
the position of commander in chief of the military institution. 


The deputy from Cortes told TIEMPO that PINU believes that "there should be 

no chief of the Armed Forces," and he explained that his place should be taken 
by the minister of defense, who is directly responsible to the president of 
the republic. 


He pointed out that "the position of chief of the Armed Forces is given so much 
preeminence that every time anything happens there is a national uproar." 


"Every time there are problems of a civilian nature," he said, “inexplicably 
the chief of the Armed Forces is brought in to solve them." 


According to Pavon, the chief of the Armed Forces is at present above the 
president of the republic himself, "which is impossible in a civilian and 
democratic regime." 


He pointed out that "the position of chief of the Armed Forces becomes unneces- 
sary if those services are structured according to the terms of the constitu- 
tion, with their line of command emanating from the president of the republic." 


Pavon explained that under a democratic administration the defense minister, 
who is chosen by the president of the republic, represents the armed services. 


This defense minister, he said, can be replaced by the president any time he 
believes this to be necessary or proper, which guarantees that the military is 
not above the civilian government. 
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He said the PINU believes that a structure should be established in which the 
president will have command, with a defense minister, a joint staff and a 
higher council in which branch commanders are represented. 


"In any case, the defense minister will always be subordinate to the president 
of the republic, and in this way the influence of the chief of the Armed 
Forces on civilian matters would be minimized," Pavon said. 


8735/12245 
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HONDURAS 


PNH OFFICIAL ACCUSES SOTO OF SEEKING MILITARY SUPPORT 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 17 Feb 86 p 10 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--Attorney Oswaldo Ramos Soto is seeking support among the 
military for his candidacy for the presidential nomination, it was charged by 
Efrain Reconco Murillo, secretary general of the Rafael Leonardo Callejas 
Movement (MONARCA). 


The deputy said that "I knew he had gone to visit several battalions seeking 
support for his candidacy, under the National Party banner, for the presiden- 
tial nomination." 


Ramos Soto, the politician said, is free to run, but "obtaining majority 
support from the National Party" is another question. 


Murillo said that "I believe, rather, that Oswaldo Ramos Soto used to be 
affiliated with the Liberal Party, since while Dr Suazo Cordova was president 
he devoted himself to praising a policy that everyone else repudiated." 


He said that while Ramos Soto was rector of the University, he did everything 
"contrary to what we had seen previously, when it was a dynamic university 
which analyzed the problems and brought them to public notice." 


Ramos Soto's university, he said, "has been silent and submissive to all the 
dictates of the government and uniquely responsible for praising whatever 
administration is in power. That is why I am surprised that, at this juncture, 
someone in that position should aspire to receive the popular vote of the 
National Party, when everyone knows him as a faithful and loyal ally of former 
president Roberto Suazo Cordova." 


"I don't know what they may have told him there (in the military), but natural- 
ly, like everyone who enters the political arena, the first thing he says is 
that he is sure he is going to win." 


Reconco feels that Ramos Soto will fail to win support from the military in his 
bid for the Nationalist presidential nomination, since, he said, “everyone 
knows that they do not meddle in political matters." 
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HONDURAS 


LABOR CALLS FOR DISENGAGEMENT IN AREA CONFLICT 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 26 Feb 86 p 6 
(Editorial: "Popular Organizations Want Policy of Neutrality"] 


[Text] CONOCH [National Labor and Peasant Council of Honduras] recently 
presented an important document "to the three branches of the state." It 
states the position of the entire Honduran labor movement on its relations 
with the government and the policies that the government must carry out. 


CONOCH consists of the labor and peasant federations and confederations, 
including radical ones. It can easily be stated that this group, according to 
recent information, is a primary factor in the political and social sector, 
mostly due to the "Compromise Act" of 20 May 1985 that made the general 
elections of November 1985 possible under a plan of multiple intrapartisan 
participation. 


The labor and peasant leaders are very critical about the Azcona-Callejas 
"pact" called PUN [National Unity Pact]. They pointed out that "the unity of 
the Honduran people is not built based on the distribution of government 
positions or the signing of bipartisan agreements and pacts (but) on the 
conscious and active participation of all the sectors that make up society." 


Therefore, CONOCH requests that its document be included in a national plan 
"that effectively helps solve national problems." 


The labor leaders met with President Azcona del Hoyo to give him their 
proposal. He said that he will soon call a meeting of leaders of the 
economic, political, and social sectors to discuss possible policy 
alternatives, mainly for economic and social policies. 


Basically, the organized rural and urban workers advocate effective 
participation in formulating those policies and applying them, based on Point 
7 of the "Compromise Act" that more or less demands a system of equal 
participation by the political parties. 


The document reveals concern about the problems of employment and the 
ineffectiveness of what they call "an economic model that is being tried in 
the country. Its distinctive features are unjust distribution of income and 
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wealth, underutilization of human and natural resources, andthe loss of 
sovereignty." 


The labor-peasant position disagrees with two current policies in our country: 
making the Honduran economy private; and, in another class of ideas, 
denationalizing our foreign policy. 


The rural and urban workers are emphatic about this last aspect, insisting on 
the need to end "the prewar tensions." Otherwise, "no people and no 
government in the region can really organize its productive forces to promote 
national development." 


They said: "An atmosphere of war is the worst threat for the labor and 
peasant class because war expenses consume resources needed for productive 
investments and the maintenance of vital services for the people." 


"Honduras must reject the military solution to the problems of Central America 
and cling to the peaceful way of settlement, letting each people resolve its 
own internal affairs." 


They indicated the need to respect the principles of international law 
(nonintervention and self-determination of the peoples) for peaceful 
coexistence and, in the case of El Salvador, "to adopt a patriotic position in 
defense of our territorial sovereignty." 


"The government must proclaim and strictly observe the principle of true 
neutrality toward Nicaragua. Consequently, it must refrain from supporting 
the counterrevolutionary forces that operate from our territory and change its 
diplomatic relations with that country based on the principles of 
nonintervention and respect for its self-determination as a sovereign nation." 
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HONDURAS 


COFFEE GROWERS DENOUNCE CONTRA PRESENCE 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 28 Feb 86 p 14 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--The coffee growers in El Paraiso Department continue to 
face serious problems due to the presence of Nicaraguan contras who act, with 
the consent of the Honduran military, as if they were in their own country. 


Jesus Reyes Moreno, a resident of Tegucigalpa, goes to El Paraiso regularly 
because of his job. He said that, ona recent trip, several coffee growers 
asked him to report in the capital on their situation caused by the outrages 
of the contras. 


He said that the counterrevolutionaries are up to their usual tricks, are 
always armed, and keep the coffee growers from freely carrying out their 
activities. 


They have to ask the contras for permission to harvest coffee and cannot even 
directly sell their crops because the contras have made themselves 
intermediaries. The coffee growers complain that they have to pay them a 
certain amount of money, according to Mr Reyes Moreno. 


He stated that some 20 coffee growers in the zone known as El Aguacatal are 
experiencing this situation. 


Three of them asked me to publish the report in the newspaper TIEMPO because 
it is the newspaper President Jose Azcona Hoyo uses. They want him to be aware 
of what is happening to them. 


Reyes Moreno said that there is a trio of oppressors in the El Paraiso zone: 
the contras, the Honduran military, and the nationalists. According to the 
testimony of the coffee growers, the last openly worked during the electoral 
campaign for Rafael Leonardo Callejas. 


He added that he cannot publicly reveal the names of the coffee growers for 
understandable reasons but he is willing to give them to Eng Azcona Hoyo and 
to the president of the National Congress, Carlos Montoya, as the coffee 
growers requested. 
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HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


ORTEZ JOINS PLH RACE--Tegucigalpa--The race for the Liberal Party presidential 
nomination tightened up yesterday as attorney Enrique Ortez Colindres threw 
his hat into the ring. The internationalist lawyer asserted, in statements to 
a local radio station, that he joined previously-announced hopefuls Carlos 
Montoya and Jorge Maradiaga in response to urging from his "friends." He said 
that "some of my friends told me I should take a greater part in the struggle 
to bring the Liberal Party to power at this time." Ortez Colindres, founder 
of the defunct Liberal Unity Front (FUL), said that his political activitiés 
"will be within the framework of the law. I can only say at this time," he 
added, “that I will fight for unity among liberals and to break down the myth 
that a party can only survive two or three campaigns." He said his group 
"will struggle to have the party continue, when it comes to power, to try to 
bring dignity to this country, giving it a good cleanup, a process which has 
already begun."' He said that he will not campaign against the other Liberal 
candidates for president, such as Montoya and Maradiaga. [Text] [San Pedro 
Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 27 Feb 86 p 2] 8735/12245 
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NICARAGUA 


SANDINIST LEADERS ON U.S. POLICY, NONALIGNMENT 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish No 493, 14 Apr 86 pp 36, 38-43 


[Interview with Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega Saavedra, Interior Minister 
Tomas Borge Martinez, Defense Minister Humberto Ortega Saavedra, FSLN Vice- 
Coordinator Bayardo Arce Castano, National Assembly President Carlos Nunez 
Tellez, and Vice-Minister of the Interior Luis Carrion, by Guillermo Zamora; 
date, time and place not given] 


[Text] From the moment it took office, the administration of Ronald Reagan 
has put forward a series of recurrent arguments to detract from the legitimacy 
of the Sandinist Revolution and justify its aggressive policy against the 
Managua government. Among these arguments are the installation of a 
totalitarian Marxist-Leninist system, the exportation of the revolution, the 
shipment of arms to El Salvador, an aggressive foreign policy, the refusal to 
engage in dialogue with the counterrevolutionaries, the persecution of the 
political opposition, and the confrontation with the Church. All of these 
accusations have been imposed or inspired from abroad to create an artificial 
climate of violence. 


These days the attack on Nicaragua has visibly escalated on the basis of the 
Same accusations, and for this reason it is interesting to hear the response 
of the Sandinist leadership to all these charges against them, Guillermo 
Zamora, who lived and worked for 5 years in Nicaragua as a correspondent for 
several Mexican media, conducted a series of interviews with the leaders of 
the Sandinist National Liberation Front (FSLN) and the principal figures of 
the Managua government, In these interviews, he dealt extensively with these 
issues, and he is using the material to compile a book. 


With the author's permission, PROCESO presents here some of the most 
representative highlights of these interviews. 


Cmdr Daniel Ortega Saavedra, president of Nicaragua and coordinator of the 
Executive Committee of the National Board of the Sandinist Nationa] Liberation 
Front: 


[Question] Cmdr Ortega, why do you want to engage in dialogue with the United 
States, but not with the counterrevolutionaries? 
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[Answer] We see the United States as the head of the counterrevolution. 
Where is the policy of the counterrevolution discussed? In the U.S. Congress. 
Who defends the policy of the counterrevolution? President Ronald Reagan. 
Where is the "Contra" budget approved’ In the United States. 


Thus, we must talk with those who are directing the counterrevolution, those 
who are at its head. That is why we refuse to accept the dialogue on their 
terms; we want to solve the problem by talking to the ones who lead it, that 
is, the United States Government. 


We will try to iron out our differences with Washington, though we will never 
undermine Nicaragua's independence, sovereignty and self-determination. 


[Question] The U.S. Government argues that the FSLN should talk directly with 
the counterrevolutionaries, since it considers them belligerents and seeks to 
establish a parallel between El Salvador and Nicaragua in terms of civil war. 


[Answer] In fact, President Reagan is trying to draw a parallel between the 
struggle in El Salvador and the confrontation in Nicaragua. The truth is that 
if Reagan were to withdraw his support for the mercenary forces, they would 
not survive; they would soon disappear. We have thought of that possibility. 
Certainly small bands would remain as a result, but they would no longer pose 
any threat to our country, and we would exterminate them in the medium term, 


They can only survive as long as the United States Government remains behind 
these mercenary forces with its financial and military support. This proves 
that it is a totally artificial force, something that has not emerged 
naturally within our country. 


In El Salvador, on the other hand, it is a natural force that arose because of 
prevailing circumstances. Now, I want to ask you, in what country of the 
world does the parliament discuss aid for the Salvadoran guerrillas? Where 
are the major arms supplies coming from to help the Salvadoran Army? 


The truth is that there is no parallel. On the contrary, if the United States 
were to withdraw its support for the Salvadoran Army, the latter would not be 
able to resist the Salvadoran revolutionaries and would be quickly 
annihilated. 


Tomas Borge Martinez, minister of the interior and member of the National 
Board of the Sandinist National Liberation Front: 


[Question] Cmdr Borge, what are the fundamental grounds for the FSLN's 
adamant refusal to engage in dialogue with the counterrevolutionaries? 


[Answer] Engaging in dialogue with the counterrevolutionaries, as President 
Ronald Reagan would have us do, means to us sitting down at the table with 
those who massacred the Nicaraguan people for decades. What interests does 
former Col Enrique Bermudez represent? Those of the Somocist National Guard. 
And what about Adolfo Calero Portocarrero, former manager of Coca-Cola in 
Nicaragua? Those of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, of which he was an 
agent for many years in our country. 
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It would mean undertaking negotiations with those who bombed Esteli, Leon and 
Monimbo, the same people who organized the assassination of Pedro Joaquin 
Chamorro, It would mean negotiating the interests of the workers of Nicaragua 
with those who put down the struggles by teachers, students, construction 
workers, nurses, and stevedores to assert their rights, and punished those 
involved with death. 


It would mean putting on the bargaining table the land that Agrarian Reform 
has turned over to the peasants since 1979, It would mean negotiating the 
dissolution of organizations of workers, peasants, students, teachers, women, 
and youths. 


What has history taught us in this regard? They negotiated with Sandino to 
assassinate him, to massacre the peasants of Wiwili, to repress the workers, 
to deliver our wealth into the jaws of the voracious empire, and to begin the 
long night of Somocism. We know what it means to negotiate with the Moncadas, 
the Diaz and the Somozas, whose rotten hearts still beat in the chests of 
Calero, Bermudez and the traitor Pastora. 


It means--nothing more and nothing less--that they now want to share history, 
but they are forgetting something important: History never repeats itself 
when people learn its lessons. We must recall that the National Guard of 
Anastasio Somoza Garcia (founder of the dynasty) was created and maintained by 
the invading U.S. Marines. Somoza was the last of those Marines. Now they 
have revived that Somocist guard and baptized it the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Forces (FDN), and it has been groomed to become a new turncoat army, an 
appendage of the United States. 


Negotiating with the FDN would mean accepting once again the de facto 
intervention of the United States; it would be tantamount to admitting that 
that country has the right to determine Nicaragua's fate, to resigning 
ourselves to false sovereignty. It would mean selling out. 


We can negotiate with the United States to decide on the conditions necessary 
to put an end to the aggression; but we will never negotiate our sovereignty 
or our legitimate right to self-determination. 


Cmdr Humberto Ortega Saavedra, defense minister, commander in chief of the 
Militias and the Sandinist People's Army, and member of the National Board of 
the Sandinist National Liberation Front: 


[Question] Cmdr Ortega, President Ronald Reagan argues that the Sandinists 
are the underlying cause of the Central American conflict, because by arming 
themselves disproportionately they have become a great threat to the region, 
especially to Honduras and Costa Rica. Washington also claims that they have 
created conditions that threaten the security of the United States itself. 


[Answer] So far the ones who have become not only a constant threat but also 
an aggressive reality are the Americans. History shows that in the past it 
was not Mexico, Cuba, the Dominican Republic and Nicaragua which invaded that 
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country. At present it is the United States which is invading our country 
under its policy of sending mercenaries through Honduras and Costa Rica. 


The threat we pose to the United States is merely a pretext to try to deprive 
the Nicaraguan people of the chance to arm themselves properly and defend 
their ideals and causes. It is true that we have been organizing our people 
little by little and training them in the military art, but this does not mean 
that we have a gigantic army with all the material and logistical means to 
become an offensive force capable of invading even Honduras. 


The fact that we are able to arm several hundred thousand men does not mean 
that we can put together great legions of tens of thousands of soldiers, 
officers, staffs, land and air logistical networks, and medical units to 
operate outside our territory. 


We have managed to organize hundreds of thousands of Nicaraguans-—men, women, 
old people and children--under the general structure of the Army. They are 
ready to defend national territory. They have their rifles, their explosives, 
and their missile launchers in every zone, region and locality. That is how 
we are prepared to defend ourselves, but it is another matter to have 100,000 
men available to sustain an advance guard of that magnitude. Our tanks are 
not able to support themselves outside of Nicaragua, because they do not have 
the logistical network to supply them with fuel or maintenance. That is why 
it is easy to see that our structure and weaponry are defensive. 


The argument that we are a threat isa myth, If the United States wanted to 
invade, all it would have to dois bomb our ports and che refinery, and we 
would have no more fuel here. We have few means of communication; if they 
were bombed nothing could be moved. Where does our strength lie? In our 
ability to activate the entire military apparatus that is already in place so 
that when the enemy invades, no matter where, he will meet with resistance. 


We control the territory, the people are Nicaraguan, they know their weapons, 
they have prepared operations in the territory they will be defending, with 
traps, trenches, pillboxes, etc. So as the enemy enters our country, he will 
become more and more bogged down. We do not need transportation or fuel for 
this; we merely need the rifles, ammunition and explosives we already have. 


We are hundreds of thousands strong--the people--but just to defend our 
fatherland; we have neither the capacity nor the desire to invade Honduras or 
Costa Rica. So if anyone can believe that we pose a military danger to the 
United States, it is a ridiculous thought. I would like to add that to the 
extent that we have a weak defense and do not keep the masses armed, the 
United States could repeat Grenada. 


We adhere to the following doctrine: Cling to the land and the masses right 
now and hit the enemy right now, during the first stage of the invasion, the 


mercenary stage. 


[Question] Would the United States attain its goal, which is to do away with 
the Sandinist Revolution, by directly intervening with its troops? 
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[Answer] Washington should think this through very carefully, since it has 
the capacity to invade Nicaragua but not to wipe out our revolutionary 
accomplishments in a single blow. This is not just the cause of our country, 
but has become a revolutionary cause throughout the world. 


No. The United States cannot do away with the Sandinist Revolution. The 
Nicaraguan people are determined not to allow the events of Grenada to be 
repeated. Inthe face of an invasion, we would bog down the U.S. troops and 
bleed them mercilessly, and the soldiers would return home by the thousands in 
metal boxes covered by their flag. We will fight them tooth and nail, until 
we expel them once again, and their government will pay a very high political 
cost, both internationally and domestically. If the United States decides to 
invade instead of solving the problem, it will worsen the crisis and alienate 
Latin America even further. 


A direct invasion by the United States would completely erase the borders of 
Central America, since all of our peoples would respond in different forms of 
struggle. An intervention against Nicaragua would be against all of Central 
America. We know how a war of this kind could begin, but no one knows how it 
would end. That is why we do not want it, and that is why we are making every 
effort to prevent it; but since it is very difficult for President Reagan to 
change his policy toward our country, we are preparcd for the worst. 


[Question] Cmdr Ortega, the U.S. Government constantly reiterates that the 
FSLN is sending arms to the Salvadoran guerrillas. 


[Answer] The Americans are well aware that they are the ones who are 
trafficking in arms, as can be seen in the Gulf of Fonseca in the Pacific. 
There they are utilizing all of their espionage techniques and have 
strengthened the naval patrols of El Salvador and Honduras; their own ships 
engage in surveillance there with radio searches, ultramodern radar, and 
sophisticated spy planes, in a very small maritime area which is the only 
route for us to reach El Salvador, since we do not have a common border. 


We do, on the other hand, share borders with Honduras and Costa Rica, and 
there the United States is introducing mercenaries and is trafficking in 
weapons, planes, helicopters, and logistical materiel. One must ask why, 
during 6 years of revolution, has the United States been unable to catch one 
shipment of arms going from Nicaragua to Fl] Salvador? Does this mean that 
they are totally ineffective in their efforts to detect such shipments? Or 
are they lying again? We are not magicians. 


How have the Salvadoran guerrillas armed themselves? With weapons from their 
country's army, the product of the arms trafficking in which the United States 
is engaged in Central America. 


Cmdr Bayardo Arce Castano, vice-coordinator of the Sandinist National 
Liberation Front and member of its National Board: 


[Question] The United States Government contends that a mixed economy and 
political pluralism are a myth under the Sandinist regime. 
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[Answer] The FSLN decided that our revolution would be based on political] 
pluralism, in keeping with a mixed economy and an international policy of 
nonalignment, 


As for the mixed economy, we have been stressing that more than 60 percent of 
the overall economy in our country, including services, is in private hands. 
Thus, the public sector controls much less than in other countries such as 
Venezuela and I think even Mexico, whose public sectors have more of an 
influence on the economy. They are not accused by anyone of being 


totalitarian or of eliminating private property in their management of the 
economy. 


[Question] Why was it decided to implement a mixed economic system in the 
revolutionary plan? 


[Answer] We define a mixed economy on the basis of a comprehensive analysis 
of our situation. Our basic economic production is agroexports: coffee, 
cotton, bananas, and meat. These sectors did not have large concentrations of 
entrepreneurs, but a broad stratum of small and medium-sized producers from 
whom we could not take these economic means without turning them against the 
revolution. 


What we had to do, in any case, was to strengthen them and create the 
conditions to ensure that their economic activities would not be just for 
personal benefit, but would have a social impact. If we accept that principle 
of mixed economy--which, I repeat, is being upheld—-then we must logically 
accept and promote a plan of political pluralism. 


The FSLN was born and has developed around the axis of representing the 
workers and the poor peasants; nonetheless, in fact the FSLN is trying to 
carry out a project that represents the nation as a whole, and in that sense, 
represents even the big property owners in terms of policy, planning, and 
organization. We cannot pretend to lump into a single grassroots committee 
the big producers and the rural peons who cut sugarcane at the San Antonio 
sugarmill. 


It would be extremely difficult for us to resoive that contradiction; we do 
not believe anyone could resolve it in that regard. We take it for granted 
that there is a social sector whose national and global interests we can 
represent politically, but whose economic interests we cannot represent 
specifically at all. 


Therefore, there would have to be another kind of political party, parties of 
the bourgeoisie, parties of the middle sectors; in fact, within that same 
framework, we think there would even be worker and peasant sectors that we 
could not attract, as is now happening with the worker and peasant sector that 
sympathizes with the forces of the extreme left. They feel that the FSLN does 
not fully represent them because it also represents the interests of the 
bourgeoisie and the middle sectors. 


Others, conversely, believe that our program is not satisfactory insotar as 
they have not had more radical aspirations for the transformation of society 
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and want to continue accepting the capitalist game of the past. Thus, our 
situation is reflected in the fact that the only legal parties before were the 
Conservatives and the Liberals, and now we have 12 political organizations. 


[Question] What real possibility do those parties have for action? 


[Answer] We believe that anyone analyzing our history would be able to see 
that the possibilities these parties have today are fantastic compared to what 
the legal and illegal parties (which constituted the majority under Somoza) 
had before. Today many of these political organizations support the economic 
blockade and the military pressure, and what happens to them? ... What would 
have happened to them under Somoza? 


As for the freedom of organization, during the Somoza era there were only 178 
legalized unions. Of course the vast majority were Somocist. At present 
there are more than 1,500 registered unions throughout the country, and they 
are of all political stripes. Moreover, there are six labor union federations 
of different political-ideological leanings, and they also operate freely. 


So from that standpoint, the assertion that we have not adhered to the 
principle of political pluralism can be attributed simply to bad political 
faith, or to the ignorance of some people who claim to be very familiar with 
Nicaragua's situation. 


[Question] Washington also says another myth is Nicaragua's foreign policy of 
nonalignment. 


[Answer] Our policy of nonalignment corresponds to our economic situation; in 
other words, it has an economic origin and a political one. Nicaragua could 
not emerge from its poverty and backwardness if it did not diversify its 
economic relations. To achieve that diversification, we had to seek new 
markets for our products and new substitutes for the Nicaraguan economy. 


This led us to open doors in the socialist, Islamic, and Latin American 
countries, and others, doors that had not been open in the past. The picture 
of our international and economic relations has changed drastically since the 
days of Somoza, when the country was oriented primarily toward the United 
States. 


Since the triumph of the Revolution, we have broken off relations with just 
one country, Israel. We did that in a moment of extreme indignation, when the 
genocide of Chatila took place. We thought that we had to do something to 


express our repudiation of the policies that were rapidly approaching what we 
had lived under with Somoza. 


Aside from that rupture, we have respected our relations with South Korea, but 
we opened them with North Korea as well. We have relations with the FRG, and 
now also with the GDR. We have relations with Paraguay, Chile, and Haiti. 


We are stili members of the Inter-American Defense Board, which was created 


specifically for U.S. military intervention in Latin America. We have been 
invited by the Socialist International to participate in its activities, and 


86 











we have attended. The same has happened to us with the Communists, and if 
the European Liberals and Christian Democrats invite us to meetings we will 
attend those as well. We have gone to the Conservative International's 
activities when we have been invited to those, too. 


If the United States accuses us of being aligned with the socialist countries 
because the majority of our weapons are Soviet, what fault is it of ours if we 
asked the whole world for weapons, including the United States, and they have 
refused to supply them? 


If they are talking about economic cooperation, I think no one can be 
criticized for receiving that kind of aid. Even so, if we look at this 
cooperation country by country, we see that Mexico has given the most aid to 
Nicaragua, and we do not think it can be accused of being a totalitarian 
country. All these arguments or "accusations" are just part of a fascist, 
Goebbelian policy of lying and repeating lies to a society that is not 
inclined to look below the surface, like U.S. society. 


A short time ago some U.S. congressmen, friends of ours, told me that the 
ma jority of their colleagues at most scan the newspaper headlines, without 
reading the text of the articles written on Central America or Nicaragua. 
They see headlines and photographs, and if we are not fortunate enough to have 
a good picture or an accurate headline printed, . .. well, we're screwed; the 
congressman got a different message, and there is a lot of manipulation 
involved there. 


Cmdr Carlos Nunez Tellez, president of the National Assembly and member of the 
Sandinist National Liberation Front National Board: 


[Question] Cmdr Nunez, the Reagan administration, among the myriad 
accusations launched against the FSLN since 1981, contends that the Sandinist 
Revolution is being exported to neighboring countries in Central America. 


[Answer] Revolutions are not exported; they are born as the result of 
political, economic and social circumstances in different countries. When the 
sectors involved refuse to tolerate these circumstances and rise up to reject 
them, the ways they choose to do so depend on the countries themselves. 


To say, then, that revolutions are exported, makes no sense. That would mean 
saying that those who generate these states of social upheaval are other 
countries. According to sociologists, economists, and political analysts, the 
conditions of poverty, oppression and political crisis prompt the masses, if 
they are duly organized and properly led, to take advantage of these 
circumstances and try to gain power. 


We are not to blame--to speak of the specific case that is mentioned so 
often--if there is a political, economic and social crisis in Fl Salvador that 
has led to the polarization of forces, in which, on the one hand, a military- 
political movement, and on the other hand, an army are confronting each other. 


We can say that the Sandinists, from the standpoint of organizing the masses, 
learned from the Salvadorans' movement. We simply attained power before the 
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Salvadorans did. Thus, the exportation of the revolution is an old pretext 
and an old allegation which, deep down, is just looking for a country to 
accuse and also entails an overall strategy whose purpose is to restore the 
influence and hegemony of U.S. imperialism in the Central American region. 


It is fine for them to accuse us of subverting the order of the Central 
American region by being a moral force; to accuse us of reversing the 
reformist experiences in Latin America, because now we are a novel experience; 
to accuse us because the Salvadorans, based on our experience, are trying to 
join forces. Go ahead and accuse us of that; but this business of exporting 
revolutions, no, not that. That little argument has been used ever since the 
first socialist revolution in the world was born, in the Soviet Union. 


First it went to the USSR, and then in the Latin American region it went to 
Cuba, then to Vietnam, and now to Nicaragua. That is an old, worn-out ruse, 
but it is now dressed up in so many colors and has been interpreted so many 
ways that whenever tensions increase, it turns up like the latest discovery. 


Washington also contends, along the same lines, that the FSLN imposed a 
Marxist-Leninist totalitarian dictatorship in Nicaragua. 


Let us begin with a hypothesis: Suppose that the FSLN were Marxist-Leninist; 
that is not the important thing. What is important is what we in the FSLN do, 
what we promote, what we accomplish. According to many communist parties that 
aspire to take power in order to establish socialism and the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, Nicaragua is at best a bourgeois-democratic revolution, as 
Eli Altamireano's people (Communist Party of Nicaragua) say here. So, from the 
standpoint of the U.S. administration, it should be happy because we are 
beginning an unprecedented form of socialism here. 


Following the logic of the United States, I wonder whether there is a single 
party in Nicaragua. Here we have seven parties represented in the National 
Assembly, and there are also two other parties that are legally authorized but 
could not participate in the elections. Moreover, there are three others of 
the so-called Ramiro Sacasa Guerrero Democratic Coordinating Committee, which 
is also legally recognized, but those parties refused to participate in the 
elections. Some of them are waiting for the intervention to come to see if 
they will have a chance to become forces of hegemony. In addition to a 
multiparty system, Nicaragua has private enterprise. 


[ would like to add something that usually does not come up in discussions or 
in political and ideological debates: The FSLN maintains right now that its 
ideological foundation has three components: our people's tradition of 
struggling, including the combative legacy of Sandino, which was later 
transformed by the FSLN into a triumphant revolutionary theory; the 
international experience; and the experiences we ourselves have accumulated 
since the triumph, which constitute the political-ideological underpinnings of 
the education of the FSLN membership, and are also reflected most eloquently 
in the education of our people. 


Why do we make these assertions? Because at this point, when we have not yet 
even consolidated the process, but are undergoing a transition period in the 
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middle of a war, we do not want to chain ourselves to recipes and programs 
that other organizations would prefer, and in one way or another are 
pressuring us to accept. The right is pressuring us to take a step backwards, 
while the far left wants us to radicalize the process. 


Since the FSLN believes that neither of these two routes is right, we intend 
to take the middle road, trying to strike a balance between the forces and 
prevent confrontation. In either of those two cases, the process would be 
destroyed. If the FSLN divorced itself from the political movement and the 
process, and left them in the hands of one of these two forces, only one thing 
could happen: U.S. intervention. 


From that perspective, the possibility of totalitarianism can be ruled out 
precisely because of the nature of the project that is being carried out. 
Thus, totalitarianism cannot be seen in its conceptual sense, but rather in 
the axes from which the imperialists are manipulating the situation. 


Cmdr Luis Carrion, vice-minister of the interior, in charge of state security, 
and member of the National Board of the Sandinist National Liberation Front: 


[Question] Cmdr Carrion, among its arguments against the FSLN, the U.S. 
Government claims that it is persecuting the rightist political opposition. 


[Answer] That is another lie being perpetrated by Washington; so far, those 
sectors have been able to carry on their political activities. Although they 
say Nicaragua is a totalitarian country, these sectors are, in the first 
place, the most tangible proof that this is not so. Our democracy reaches out 
to include them, even though they have declared themselves to be the 
political-legal front of the armed counterrevolution and the intermediaries 
for the U.S. Government, whose ultimate goal is the total destruction of the 
Sandinist Revolution. 


These people leave and enter the country, obtain funds, and carry out 
counterrevolutionary propaganda. In fact, this sector has already decided not 
to coexist within the framework of the revolution. They do net want to accept 
the rules of the game, though they did accept Somoza's rules. They tie their 
future prospects to the liquidation of the revolutionary process. 


[Question] Do you mean that their only chance is for the United States to 
invade Nicaragua? 


[Answer] Definitely. These people cannot think or act without connections to 
the United States. They do not know the meaning of the word patriotism; it 
deals with something that does not involve their own interests and those of 
the United States in Nicaragua. They are an organic part of the forces which 
Washington is using for its aggression against Nicaragua. 


Since they know they haven't got a chance to organize any movement on their 
own to confront the revolution, they are just waiting for the invasion. We 
are aware that at meetings in the U.S. Embassy they demand more pressure, more 
vigor, more force against Nicaragua. In other words: invasion. 
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[Question] The administration of President Ronald Reagan alleges that the 
Sandinists are also persecuting the Catholic Church. 


[Answer] In Nicaragua the state has no quarrel whatsoever with the Catholic 
Church; the problem is, some members of the Episcopal Conference clearly 
oppose the revolutionary government because of their obvious political 
positions. [am referring in particular to Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, 
who has an interesting political background that would be worth investigating. 


When the bourgeoisie in general supported Somoza in Nicaragua, Msgr Obando 
also supported Somoza. Afterwards, when the bourgeoisie began to move away 
from the dictator, a couple of years before the triumph of the revolution, 
Msgr Obando also began to move away from Somoza. After the triumph, the 
bourgeoisie participated actively in the revolutionary project. We saw Msgr 
Obando supporting the government, but when in 1980 the bourgeoisie began 
distancing itself from the revolution, Msgr Obando immediately began 
separating himself from the revolutionary process. Thus, when the sectors of 
the right took on a belligerent attitude toward the revolution, Obando also 
assumed a belligerent attitude toward the revolution. 


All of this can be clearly set down by dates and times. Msgr Obando y Bravo's 
political position is to bring the Catholic Church into a political 
confrontation with the state for purposes that are easily imagined. Moreover, 
this position has helped widen the rift in the Church itself, since not all 
sectors of that Catholic institution agree with this policy, even within the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy. 


It is a policy full of contradictions within the Catholic Church. The 
prospects for normalizing relations between the government and the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy depend primarily on a change in attitude by the 
politicized sectors of that hierarchy. 


[Question] What political significance can Msgr Obando's investiture as 
cardinal have? 


[Answer] It is difficult not to mention the fact that there are other bishops 
and archbishops in Central America who, in general, were considered more 
likely to be named cardinal than Obando. These bishops are more experienced 
and have a loftier ecclesiastical vision, so it is hard for us not to be 
suspicious that the decision was made to express a desire to confront the 
revolution. 


In other words, a desire to strengthen a figure who has been characterized by 
his opposition to the revolutionary process. We believe that the right and 
the United States will try to capitalize on Obando's appointment as cardinal 


as a political event favoring them. I think this is one more achievement of 
our process: Obando owes his promotion to the Sandinist revolution. 
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NICARAGUA 


LA PRENSA ACCUSED OF PRAISING 'GENOCIDE' 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 18 Apr 86 p 3 
[Commentary by Daniel Martinez] 


[Text] Just when everyone with a modicum of political decency was thoroughly 
outraged at Reagan's violation of the sovereignty of the island of Grenada, an 
edition of Managua's American newspaper joyously hailed the criminal violation 
of international law. 


When the U.S. Congress turned down the famous $27 million in aid to the 
contras last y~ar, the Yankee paper published this sad and manipulative 
headline: "Humanitarian aid rejected." 


On the 15th of this month, as the world looked on in horror at the _ fascist 
brutality, the cynicism and the hypocrisy of **2 bombing of two Libyan cities, 
once again LA PRENSA used its pages to extol this genocidal violation of 
international law, hailing the crime as a “lightning attack," "an effective 
move," "a preemptive action" and "legitimate self-defense." Faithful to and 
consistent with a tradition of subservience to the meddling nation, the paper 
supported imperialism's "right" to kill civilians indiscriminately under the 


false pretext of defending "democracy." 


For added consistency, it mistranslated an article that hed appeared in the 
prestigious newspaper LE MONDE, altering the title and “neglecting to 
translate" all of the sections that pointed out the illegitimacy of American 
foreign policy and the identical nature of the "arguments" used to attack 
either Nicaragua or Libya. In other words, what the American paper was doing 
was to justify intervention in Libya under the same pretexts put forth for 
assaulting Nicaragua. 


Where do they plan on being if in pursuit of his demented policy Reagan orders 
his F-111's to bomb Managua or Esteli? What will they say when "in legitimate 
self-defense" American aircraft take off from bases in Honduras to kill 
Nicaraguans? Will they say perhaps that in a lightning strike the pilots 
proved their effectiveness by shedding the blood of Nicaraguan children? 


Can LA PRENSA's "translators" explain why they failed to put the article's 
real title: "The New Doctrine of American Intervention"? Why did _ they 
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"forget" to translate the reference to rightwing fascist terrorism and _ the 
death squads or sentences such as "How are we to underscore here all of the 
inconsistencies and contradictions of Mr Shultz’ arguments"? 


Where LA PRENSA translated "All indications are that Mr Shultz' arguments 
enjoy strong support," the author of the article, Michael T. Klare, actually 
wrote: "Regrettably, all indications are..." 


Why did they edit out the article's mention of the great similarity between 
the arguments used to justify the attack on Libya and an attack on our 
country? Very simple, because the people who "concoct" LA PRENSA want 
Nicaragua bombed, in the vain hope that from the ashes and the blood of the 
people they can regain power for their class. 


These are the extremes freedom of expression has reached, but those who go so 
far as to support this criminal violation of the most elementary international 
laws, forfeit the right to demand precisely what they were unable to defend. 


The Nicaraguan people are entitled to ask themselves why a newspaper would so 
barefacedly defend their main enemy. We should recall that Sandino described 
as traitors "all those who traffic in the nation's honor by requesting the 
official support of Nicaragua's conquerors." 
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NICARAGUA 


IDEOLOGY TERMED IMPORTANT FOR PRODUCTIVITY 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 18 Apr 86 p 9 


[Text] The First Assembly of Specialists in Work Organization and Wages, 
which was held this week, emphasized the importance of political and 
ideological efforts in labor productivity, said Carlos Gallo, a member of the 
Third Regional Committee, in assessing the results of the assembly. 


Political relations between organized labor and management in enterprises were 
regarded by the participants as a decisive factor for the _ proper 
implementation of the Economic Plan, inasmuch as productivity is not just a 
technical issue, Gallo underscored. 


He also said that great importance was attached to the organizational facets 
of work in an attempt to ascertain the extent to which output is affected by 
factors attributable to the technical capability of the enterprises, by those 
having to do with the workers’ attitude, and by those that are related to 
neither. 


In this vein, Gallo asserted that many people are justifying the disarray by 
arguing that ours is a survival economy. He emphasized, however, that such an 
economy should not mean disorganization, do-nothingism and indiscipline in 
production; instead, the fact that we are confronting aggression should lead 
us to adopt a more combative attitude on the job as well. 


As for management's role in dealing with the economic problems that the 
aggression causes for each enterprise, the Sandinist leader said that the 
assembly had stressed the need for managers to be realistic and to understand 
the impact of the war in assessing problems and developing solutions to them. 


Shop Committees 


He added that the shop committees were regarded as the ideal forum for 
discussing work standards and incentives policies, because the committees 
could tailor them to the specific conditions in each enterprise in a bid to 
achieve the goals of the Economic Plan and, at the same time, to defend the 
social benefits that the workers have won for themselves. 
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In assessing obstacles to production, the assembly also stated that "there is 
still a wide gap between the workers and the structures in charge of economic 
tasks. People are even unfamiliar with their pay system in many enterprises, 
and this an objective source of labor conflicts," Gallo indicated. 


Greater Worker Involvement 


As for management's political responsibility, he went on to say that it should 
make room for greater worker involvement and realistically tailor the 
organization of labor to the situation in which the country finds itself. 


"Many problems exist because workers do not know why a given piece of 
equipment does not work, attributing this to administrative negligence; 
management does, however, have the answer but has not let the workers’ know 
about it," he noted. 


With regard to labor standards, he indicated that the organizational process 
in many work centers was described as part of collective bargaining, with the 
enterprises neglecting to set as a goal conscious extra effort by workers to 
boost output. 


In the face of this problem, Gallo said that the political forces, the FSLN 
[Sandinist National Liberation Front], the unions, Sandinist Youth and the 
AMNLA)} [Luisa Amanda Espinoza Association of Nicaraguan Women] had been called 
upon to act on the conviction that the main political task at the moment 
within the enterprises was economic. 


"At factories we see 30 slogans about defense, which is unquestionably proper, 
but we see very few about production,” he emphasized. 


Defining Tasks and Individual Responsibilities 


In this regard, he said that in light of the upswing in mercen-ry aggression, 
symbolic or general responses could not be given; instead, specific tasks and 
the responsibilities of each worker at his post must be clearly defined. 


As for the utilization of the work day, the member of the Third Regional 
Committee reported that the assembly addressed the specific situations that 
have a direct impact on the work day, such as transportation, especially in 
enterprises like TRICOTEXTILE, COTEXMA and ENAVE.; many mothers are employed 
at these enterprises, and if they are a bit late, they miss their bus to work. 


"These are objective difficulties," he asserted, "but the lack of discipline 
stemming from the paternalistic attitude of managers is also a factor. They 
fail to apply the sanctions set forth in enterprise regulations because this 
is the easy way out. Theretore, we must urgently establish discipline by 
enforcing the regulations when workers commit unjustifiable violations." 


The assembly emphasized the need to bolster the mobilization of the work force 
to battlefronts and to try and replace the mobilized workers. It 
acknowledged, however, that this is difficult and affects productivity when 
technically skilled or highly experienced personnel are involved. 
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In conclusion, the participants noted the current lack of economic propaganda, 
which they described as indispensable for the mobilization of workers in 
production, Gallo stated. 
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PERU 


SABERBEIN ON SHORT-TERM ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 
Lima EL NACIONAL in Spanish 4 May 86 Sunday Political Supplement pp 2-3 


[Interview with Vice Minister of Economy Gustavo Saberbein Chevalier; date 
and location unspecified] 


[Text] Making a pause in his intense endeavors to leave inflation behind, 

and prevent the collapse of our financial relations with the international 
private banks, based on “good will payments," this week, the vice minister of 
economy, Gustavo Saberbein Chevalier, took a break in the warm atmosphere of 
Havana, along with the minister of economy and finance, Luis Alva Castro, 
celebrating "fnternational Labor Day," and, incidentally, negotiating the 
expansion of the Peruvian-Cuban fishing agreement. Considered a bulwark of 
the national operation against the economic crisis, Saberbein answered a 
series of questions from EL NACIONAL regarding the immediate economic future. 


[Question] Dr Saberbein, what indicators do you have concerning the country's 
economic reactivation? 


[Answer] The economy is developing favorably. Concretely, during the final 
quarter of 1985, there was a growth of approximately 2 or 3 points. According 
to INE's [National Institute of Statistics] calculations, in the first 3 
months of this year, the economy became reactivated at a higher rate. This 
reactivation means that the economy is growing based on an improvement in the 
purchasing power that the population has had since 28 July. This improvement 
in purchasing power, which has been quite significant among the strata with 
lower income, has enabled business firms to produce more and sell more, based 
on the idlé production capacity that they had. This productive reactivation 
has enabled the majority of business firms to have greater liquidity, to begin 
paying their overdue debts and some of them to be thinking at the present time 
about expanding production for 1987 and 1988. The productive reactivation 
has been made possible to a large extent by the fact that, thus far in the 
government's term, inflation has been cut sizably from a rate of 250 percent 
per year, which was the rate that we had in July 1985, to a lesser rate of 

70 percent, which is the one that we have now. 


The reduction in inflation has made it possible for the wage policy devised and 
implemented by the government to retain the improvement in purchasing power in 
real terms. For example, those who earn the legal minimum income in the 
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private sector, officially totaling 600,000 workers, plus the 400,000 who are 
doing so in the informal sector, have had a 94 percent raise in their income, 
resulting from taking into account the increases in August and February; this 
has made it possible for the legal minimum income to grow from 340,000 to 
700,000. This represents a 94 percent increase in contrast to inflation 
amounting to 44 percent. It is for this reason that the million Peruvians 
now have an improved purchasing power. 


[Question] Which are the productive sectors that have experienced a definite 
recovery? 


[Answer] Unquestionably, the plant manufacturing industry, which has had a 
growth exceeding 8 percent and, this year, will have a greater recovery. We 
have data from the Ministry of Agriculture telling us that there has been an 
increase: in land cultivated and a substantial increment in the agricultural and 
livestock sector exceeding the population growth. Manufacturing, agriculture 
and fishing are the productive sectors showing the greatest dynamism, which 
will enable the economy to grow at a sizable rate. 


[Question] What should the growth rate be? 


[Answer] The government has given notice, through the president and the minister 
of economy, calling for growth at a rate of 6 percent. The business organiza- 
tions, such as CONFIEP [National Confederation of Private Business Institutions], 
with which the government maintains constant dialogue, plus other sectorial 
associations, in this instance, IPAE [Peruvian Institute of Business Adminis- 
tration], with its monthly meetings, have indicators that may increase to 6 
percent. That is why the government is reaffirming itself in its notice, and 
since a quarter of the proceeds from productive generation is associated with 
the public sector, the government is adopting the necessary measures to have 
production increase to that rate. 


[Question] Is the government in a position to make predictions? 


[Answer] The government is not making predictions, »ecause it does not have, 
by itself, the control of the entire economy, nor does it have a desire for 
statism. What is involved is calling upon the different productive sectors 
and sectors of the population to expend a major effort for development, so 
that the crisis encountered in mid-1985 may be surmounted. I believe that 
other indicators, such as sales of cement, iron and steel products, and 
beverages, and greater consumption of rice and other food products, show a 
country on the move in the productive area and that of trade. All the 
indicators point out to us an economic reactivation that is a fundamental 
requisite for being able to enhance the Peruvian people's prosperity. 


[Question] Which indicators tell us that the heralded industrial reactivation 
is taking place? 


[Answer] Sales of industrial goods have increased; the trading firms note 
that more Peruvian industrial products are being sold; and it is indicated to 
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us by the progress in production shown by industry and the INE. The industries 
that have become most reactivated are those producing food of all types, as 

a result of the larger consumption on the part of the population, owing to the 
increased purchasing pcwor; and the textile industry, which is very important 

to the country because it processes a considerable amount of native raw material. 
This growth is due to improved sales on the domestic market and abroad, to 
European countries, the U.S., and socialist countries, in the form of specie 
with the latter. 


The cement industry has also become reactivated, with a growth of nearly 9 
percent. The household electrical appliance (washing machines, refrigerators) 
industry has grown, as well; and so has automobile production, mainly due to 
a drop in credit cost,and the cut in inflation. SIDERPERU's [Peruvian State 
Iron and Steel Enterprise] iron and construction rods have undergone a consi- 
derable increase of over 80 percent, in comparison with the previous quarter. 


The footwear industry has grown as a result of the larger buying power, and so 
has the brewery industry. All this proves that there has been a significant 
industrial recovery. Our own research has disclosed to us that there was a 
large idle production capacity, because of the fact that, during recent years, 
there was a major recession; and now, with the new economic policy, the reduc- 
tion in the cost of credit, and the improvement in purchasing power, it has 
been possible to start up that idle capacity of machinery, equipment, business 
talent, and skilled labor. 


[Question] However, are there metal working factories that have sold their 
entire production by the year's end and are not assembling nor producing 
their items? 


[Answer] The first thing that we must stress is that the production has been 
sold in advance. What happens is that many business firms have reduced 

their personnel, paying them all their social benefits, and there is currently 
a great demand for products. They are very careful, because business owners 
think twice when it is necessary to increase personnel, since, in the country's 
labor system, there is a very clearcut protection of job stability. So, the 
business owner who has succeeded in covering his former idle production witn 
the number of employees and workers that he has in his factory is making a 

few calculations, and is surely hoping and wanting to observe progress in 

the economy, so as to be able to take on personnel again, as the only means 

of being able to raise vhe national production. 


In the case of some products, the reactivation has been so quick that firms 
which were not producing them before must now become geared again, in the 
area of working capital or that of producing components, some of which come 
from abroad and take 1 or 2 months to arrive, which entails a rearrangement 
of the production line. But that is not a widespread situation. Most 
business firms have a production capacity they can still use. For example, 
there has been an explosive growth in automobiles. Such phenomena occur in 
economies that are producing again after a long period of recession. 


[Question] Isn't an impression of a shortage created in this way? 
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[Answer] What might be said is that there is a greater production capacity 
than in the past, but in the case of certain items there is a greater demand 
for this increased production, which we might call a:kind of temporary, or 
relative shortage. Just as an economy breaks down when it has had several 
years of recession or inflation, when the latter begin to decline, it has 

to begin putting itself together again productively, commercially, or finan- 
cially. This is something that is being achieved with considerable success, 
but it takes some time. 


[Question] Is what has been stated previously due to a price policy, or not? 


[Answer] There has been a price policy here that has played a major role. The 
formulation and implementation of an economic policy must be consistent. Let's 
review to observe what occurred previously: The goals, whether stated or not, 
consisted of bringing on an economic recession, and reducing the population's 
consumption and state spending, so as, in the liberal context of the economy, 
to procure the funds with which to pay the foreign debt. At the present time, 
the policy is different. The idea is to reactivate, on the basis of the idle 
production capacity, raising wages and salaries and, as a priority, the 
spending of the public sector, in order to use funds which are generated for 
the prime purpose of paying the internal debt that the country and the govern- 
ment owe to the great majorities, and to pay a maximum of 10 percent abroad 
for the public debt, based on our exports. That is the great difference. Now, 
the role that price controls have played is extremely important. As we all 
know, since 28 July farm and livestock prices were never controlled, much less 
frozen, for the purpose of reversing the unfavorable trend that existed previ- 
ously in the rural areas as opposed to the urban areas. Now, as a result of 
policy of decontrol for farm and livestock products, attempting to provide 

a good supply, there has been a larger increase in products from the rural 
areas than in the urban areas. This is a desired effect which we realize, 

at present,is not bringing benefits to the rural area farmers, the peasants, 
and the productive units; but we know that a large portion of them have been 
left in the commercial system that we want to improve. 


[Question] To what extent will the price freeze be tolerated? 


[Answer] In 1986, we shall move from the freeze to the regulation or administra- 
tion of prices; and this is something that is being studied in great detail, 
with great seriousness and many contacts with experts from the private sector. 
It is very important to have backing, so that this transition may be made 

in the best way, enabling us, precisely, to maintain a policy which has been 
bringing us good results thus far. I would like to explain that, in those 
instances wherein the compensation for costs of implementing economic measures 
has not been sufficient to maintain the price, there is a percentage of 
business firms that have submitted their application and have achieved the 
respective adjustment. So, we are going to work on those cases wherein it is 
impossible to continue with the price freeze, because they have a justified 
increase in the companies’ costs. 
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[Question] What will the schedule of payments that we shall be cubmitting to 
the IMF on 5 May be? 


[Answer] This is being studied, and it will be announced at the proper time. 

It is important to point out that Peru has a well established policy in the 
area of the foreign debt, linked with the payment of 10 percent of our exports. 
The fact is that, sometimes there is an attempt to make comparisons of a 
different type. 


The short-term debt is actually not a debt, but rather lines of credit to be 
used to finance our exports and imports associated with international trade. 
They are lines of credit that are paid within a period of from 90 to 180 

days, and in some instances a longer one. Nor should what we pay the socialist 
countries in kind be involved in this type of debt either. What I shall stress 
is that the debt of the public sector, that is, of the central government and 
the state enterprises, in its latest payments made, stands within the fixed 

10 percent. Therefore, I repeat, the policy of 10 percent is still operating. 


[Question] What are our real chances of having the IMF declare us ineligible 
on 15 August? 


[Answer] It is easier to answer now because before July 1985 one was already 
hearing that they would declare us ineligible; but that was not the case, 
because there was a change of government. This’ new government has demonstrated 
the difficult economic situation being encountered, and the impossibility of 
payment; because Peru owes $14 billion, in round numbers, in all categories. 
For merely simple or illustrative purposes, we might say that if this debt 

had an average interest rate of 10 percent, it would mean payments during the 
first years amounting to $1.4 billion; and if the repayment of the $14 billion 
were made in 10 years, it would mean an additional $1.4 billion per year. In 
all, adding these two items, we would have $2.8 billion per year; whereas we 
know that our exports amount to $3 billion; constituting an impossibility. 


Inthe calculations that we have made since before 28 July on the party level 
and in CONAPLAN [National Plan Commission of APRA], we already knew that, even 
if not a dollar were borrowed in the future as a foreign debt, and if we wanted 
to pay the debt that falls due in 5 years for this government, plus the over- 
due payments of the previous government, we would in fact have to cut nearly 
three quarters from our exports, and that would have been impossible. 


At present, the international financial community acknowledges the fact that 
the payment of the foreign debt plus the interest is impossible. This is why 
they are more understanding about Peru's situation which,like Bolivia's, is 
the most extreme and unique. Peru has talked with its creditors truthfully. 
They have been told that we need to activate and develop our economy, and that 
payment of the debt is possible over the long term, because it is impossible 
over the short and medium term. 














This is even more so when we realize the effort that Peru has been expending to 
make the latest payments to the IMF of $34 million, and to the international 
banking community, with $17.07 million; in a very difficult situation that 

will be gradually improving. 


[Question] Did the president of the Central Bank say that, in July, the 
situation regarding the 10 percent position would change? 


[Answer] The president cited the payment of 10 percent, which has been deter- 
mined and is being maintained. This policy remains firm without any change. 
What there is is a little confusion. One point that I would like to make is 
with regard to the evolution of the economy associated with savings. Not only 
is production increasing and inflation dropping, but there has also been a 
process of significant de-dollarization, which means that the inti has begun 

to prevail again and so has the national liquidity. In real terms, financial 
savings have undergone a considerable variation, and during recent months there 
has been a marked stabilization. I would like to point out that confidence has 
been reborn in Peru and, for the first time, people are now seeing and feeling 
that it is possible to start gradually solving our old major problems in the 
labor and management area. One significant fact is that the government is now 
being asked for a medium-term plan, which means that, generally speaking, that 
short term plan is by now well known and has been bringing results. 
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PERU 


DETAILS ON ALVA CASTRO TRIP TO CUBA 
Economic Cultural Cooperation 
Lima EL NACIONAL in Spanish 5 May 86 p 3 


[Text] Early yesterday morning, the second vice president of the republic and 
prime minister, Luis Alva Castro, returned from the Republic of Cuba, and 
immediately went to the city of Trujillo to take part in a meeting of business- 
men, without making statements to the press either upon his arrival at the 
international airport or at the time of his departure for the north. 


When leaving Havana, Alva Castro made some important statements to the ANDINA 
agency, according to the dispatch that we are herewith reprinting. 


Havana, 4 May (ANDINA)--The prime minister of Peru, Luis Alva Castro, concluded 
his 4-day visit and announced that President Fidel Castro had informed him that 
Cuba would donate a 100-bed field hospital for the areas stricken by the Cusco 
earthquake. 


Present at the airport to see him off were Manuel Pineiro, a member of the 
Communist Party of Cuba's Central Committee; the minister-chairman of the 
Central Planning Board, Jose A. Lopez Moreno; and the minister of the fishing 
industry, Jorge Fernandez Cuervo. 


Alva Castro, who headed a delegation of 13 persons to participate in the May 
Day activities as a guest of President Fidel Castro, said that Peru and Cuba 
have taken new, important steps in cooperation in areas such as fishing, 
agriculture, health, and culture, and have intensified their government 
relations. 


The prime minister gave a detailed account of the results of his visit to 
Havana, which included the arrival at agreements on cooperation, and meetings 
with President Fidel Castro, to whom he delivered a message from President 
Alan Garcia. He remarked that both leaders retain a very fraternal relation- 
ship and friendship. 


Alva Castro, who donated to the national museum a Peruvian flag which had been 
especially sent for that purpose by President Alan Carcia, expressed his 
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gratification at the fact that Fidel Castro, on behalf of the Cuban people, 
will donate a field hospital for areas stricken by the earthquake in Cusco, 
and will extend for 6 months the stay of fishing boats that are working free 
of charge for the Peruvian people. 


He said that this was a cooperation that could not be repaid and was totally 
beneficial to the country, because what they fish and the meal that they 
process are 100 percent for Peru. 


The boats have approximately 1,400 tons of holds and a fishing capacity of 
about 50 tons a day, representing a frozen fish production of nearly 30 tons 
a day. 


The cost of the field hospital for Cusco is estimated at over $400,000, 
including medicines, disposable materials, laboratory reagents, medical 
instruments, supplies for treatment, other medical equipment, clinic 
furnishings, two 10 KW generating sets, and eight field tents. 


Alva Castro described this gesture of solidarity as the best response to a 
country whose territory has suffered from earth movements that have caused 
serious damage to an area thousands of years old, with a long historical and 
archeological tradition. 


Another topic discussed was the cooperation that Cuba will offer to Peru for 
growing citrus fruit, an exportable product. 


Alva Castro added that the Peruvian Government wants to substitute crops, 
especially with sugar cane, for which purpose there will also be Cuban 
cooperation available. 


He reported that, at the present time, there is in Havana an official mission 
talking with the minister of sugar about sending Cuban specialists to Peru 

to give our personnel technical advice concerning the bagasse drying plant, 
the industrial paper production facilities, and also rum production. 


Moreover, he noted that cooperation has been arranged in the area of basic 
pharmaceuticals. He added: "We must give an impetus to production, because 
we have infrastructure for sending it to the sectors of the population with 
the least means." 


The Peruvian prime minister said that he was quite well aware that there were 
opinions opposed to his visit to Cuba, but that he disregarded it. 


Ampuero Oyarce on Trip 
Lima EL NACIONAL in Spanish 3 May 86 p 2 


[Text] Yesterday, the chairman of the Senate Fishery Commission, Esteban 
Ampuero Oyarce, stressed the significance of the visit currently being paid 
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by the prime minister and minister of economy and finance, Luis Alva Castro, 
to Cuba; noting that the nations of the Latin American region must reinforce 
their bonds of cvoperation, faced with a mutual problem, represented by 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 


He expressed the view that the visit by the second vice preside: of the 
republic to the West Indian island obviously is intended to seek an extension 
in the stay of the Cuban boats in Peru; and that it was also possible that 

he might propose an expansion of the Peruvian-Cuban short-term fishing agree- 
ment. In his opinion, there is no reason for the Latin American countries 

to be dissociated from one another, with regard to the mutual problem currently 
represented by the IMF and the foreign debt. 


In response to questions from reporters at the Legislative Palace, Ampuero 
Oyarce remarked that it would be ideal for Peru to have 37 boats in its 
occupational fishing fleet, because any other type of meat is very expensive, 
and also extremely difficult to obtain. He emphasized that the people's diet 
must be enriched with proteins, through the flesh of fish. He said that there 
was a great biomass in Peruvian waters, and that the Peruvian presence must be 
intensified with its fleet in the sea. 


The majority congressman stressed: "Minister Alva Castro's visit must be 
precisely related to that cooperation in the area of occupational fishing. 
A commission has already been set up to solve the problems currently being 
confronted by occupational fishing"; adding that the problem is extremely 
complex, because craft must be repaired. 


Citing just one of many examples, he remarked that, in the port of Paita, 
there are five boats belonging to the Chaliwa firm, including two factory 
ships; while there are also boats of Dutch and Polish registry, all of 

which are at a standstill because of their sizable debts to the treasury. 


After observing that a considerable effort must be made to rehabilitate those 
boats, Ampuero claimed that the Soviet fleet's debt to the Peruvian state 

is being analyzed by the Ministry of Economy and Finance's General Tax Bureau, 
which will ultimately determine whether or not those debts are being paid. 
But he said that che problem that he notes is that this fleet signed an 
agreement, not with the Peruvian state, but rather with the El Pacifico 
private company, which in turn did so with EPSEP [Public Enterprise for 
Fishing Services]. 
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